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Lesson for August 6 in this issue 


Lesson 6.—Elijah: A Life of Courage. 
1 Kings 18:1-46. 


Notes on Open Letters: 
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Expectation 
By Mrs. Donald A. Dey 


*“T’WILL not be long — this time of lonely 
waiting ; 
God keeps his tryst — the promised hour is 
near. 
Soon shall there burst from startled skies 
the wonder 
Of that glad, quickening shout, ‘‘ The Lord 
is here!”’ 


Oh, joyous day — sweet secret of His plan- 


ning, 
Not even shared with those about the 
throne. 


Do wondering angels sometimeg whisper 


softly, 
‘*Perhaps today— He'll go to claim His 
own !”’ 


And those dear loved of ours we miss so 


sorely 
Do they not, too, all glad, expectant, wait ? 
Tilldown the steeps of light, athrob with glory 
They'll throng — that shining host — from 
Heaven's gate! r 
We’ll meet them in that Resurrection morn- 
ing ! 
We'll find each dear, familiar, longed-for 


face ; 
We'll know them e’en though radiant and 
transfigured ; 
Once more we'll clasp cur own — oh, gift 
of grace! 


Oh, heart of mine, be still! This eager long- 


ing 
Sweeps not thy breast alone. Christ’s 
heart doth hide 
A tender, yearning love past all thy know- 
ing — 


He waits, as lovers wait, to claim His bride. 
Then let this ceaseless, aching hurt of wait- 

His alchemy of love in me complete ; 
Turn drab to gold—gild wearying weizhts 


with splendor 
Till that glad day when I my Saviour meet! 


Which Law Will Prevail ? 


Ever since Adam fell, death has been 
fighting life, sin has been fighting right- 
eousness, Satan has been fighting Christ. 
Half a century ago the great scientist 
Pasteur, at the opening of his Institute 
in 1888, made a striking and revealing 
statement. “Two contrary laws seem 
to be wrestling with each other nowa- 
days. The one, a law of blood and death, 
ever imagining new means of destruc- 
tion and forcing nations to be constantly 
ready for the battlefield; the other, a law 
of peace, work, and health, ever evolving 
new means of delivering man from the 
scourges which beset him. The one 
seeks violent conquests, the other the 
relief of humanity. The latter places 
one human life above any victory; while 
the former would sacrifice hundreds and 
thousands of lives to the ambition of 
one. The law of which we are the in- 
struments seeks, even in the midst of 
carnage, to cure the sanguinary ills of 
the law of war; the treatment inspired 
by our antiseptic methods may preserve 
thousands of soldiers. Which of these 
two laws will ultimately prevail, God 
alone knows.” But God has told us 


what the end will be. Righteousness, not 
sin, will ultimately prevail; Christ is 
greater than Satan. “The last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 
15:26). “And the devil that deceived 
them was cast into the lake of fire and 
brimstone” (Rev. 20:10). “And there 
shall be no more curse” (Rev. 22:3). 


? 
Silent Christians 


How can we keep still about what 
God has done for us? His Son has died 
for us, and risen again; if we have re- 
ceived him as Saviour he has given us 
his own righteousness, given us himself 
to replace our sinful self. And, together 
with this “unspeakable gift,” God has 
“with him also” freely given us “all 
things” (Rom. 8:32). Shall we not, then, 
sing with David: “I have not hid thy 
righteousness within my heart; I have 
declared thy faithfulness and thy sal- 
vation: I have not concealed thy loving- 
kindness and thy truth from the great 
congregation” (Psa. 40:10). Let us not 
be silent Christians, but’ singing Chris- 
tians. 


% 


An Escape from the Russian Inferno 


NGERMANLAND is an old Swedish 

Province lying on the Russian fron- 

tier of Finland. Here there are 
thirty-two Finnish Lutheran parishes. 
When the BolJshevist revolution came 
their churches were confiscated and then 
rented to them at high charges, when 
they were not turned into dance halls. 
The church schools were secularized and 
given over to dirt and immorality. 

Then came collectivization of farms 
and mass deportation of these Finnish 
Lutherans to Turkestan. Deportations 
were always made at night. The people 
would be awakened, their effects seized, 
and they themselves carried to the de- 
portation camps. 

Aatami Kuortti was an Ingermanland 
Lutheran pastor. He was summoned to 
Leningrad by the secret police and asked 
to become their spy. When he refused, 
he was sentenced to death for having 
given confirmation instruction and for 
having organized a church choir. Later 
this sentence was changed to ten years 
of hard labor in a concentration camp. 
The Jewish chairman of the G.P.U. who 
sentenced him said, “You will see that 
no God will come to save you fro 
our hands.” : 






“He trusted in God; let him deliver 
him now, if he will have him,” said the 
Jews_on another occasion. 

He was put in a cell so small that he 
could not stretch his body’s length on 
the floor. His daily unchanged fare was 
cabbage soup, a little bread, and hot 
water. He found a pencil stub in his 
vest and wrote on awakening in the 
morning, “God’s grace is every morning 
new.” 

He was loaded on a box car with many 
others, all under religious arrest, and 
sent to Vonka. When the train reached 
this place, five hundred men and forty 
women were pushed out and handled 
by the armed soldiery as the Red Re- 
public’s dangerous enemies. “I had, in- 
deed, heard before the unbridled pro- 
fanity of the Russians, but never such 
oaths as these with which we were now 
welcomed. One can hardly imagine the 
fearful yelling, striking, kicking, and 
shooting.” One prisoner was _ struck 
over the head with a club and went 
shrieking mad. “We marched four 
hours in the bitter cold to the’ camp.” 
“Here you will learn to eat air and 
digest stones,” said the superintendent 
in welcoming them. 
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It was too true. They were set to 
work in groups of nine felling timber. 
No food was given them the first two 
days. “They were newcomers and could 
hold out.” When at ten o’clock of the 
evening of the second day they were 
fed, it was from a barrel of cabbage 
soup. They ate with bare hands, with- 
out spoons. In a minute or two the keg 
was empty. 

Their shoes were taken from them 
and they were given others of birch- 
bark. Any who stepped out of line 
when going to work were shot down 
immediately. Fourteen hours a day was 
the working time, and no Sunday rest. 
If the prisoner did not cut and trim the 
assigned number of logs, his bread al- 
lowance would be reduced one-half. In 
this way, weak, sick, or inexperienced 
workers found themselves with only half 
their meager portion of food. They were 
also punished with an assignment of 
night work,—drawing water, cutting 
firewood, and other chores, 

Those in control of these camps were 
murderers and other criminals from 
Moscow. Any who excited their ani- 
mosity would be bound outside to freeze, 
or in summertime so tied that there 
would be no protection from gnats. The 
workers slept on planks with no bedding. 
Money sent to them was confiscated. 
Only on the first of May, did they get 
a rest that they might listen to a Com- 
munist orator. “It would have been ap- 
propriate,” writes Pastor Kuortti, “if we 
had then sung that line of the Inter- 
nationale, ‘Slaves of labor rise, from 
oppression’s night.’” 

A very large proportion of these pris- 
oners were Christians whose only offense 
was their Christian faith. One of these 
Finnish believers received a package from 
home, a little bread and a few apples. 
The first thing he thought of was that 
it would be possible now to celebrate 
the Lord’s Supper. He ‘proposed this to 
Pastor Kuortti. The pastor thought it 
impossible, “The guards would certainly 
interfere.” 

“But it is all arranged,” said Kajava. 
“I have already crushed the apple juice 
in a mug and the crusts will serve as 
communion bread. We can have the 
holy ordinance in the corner where my 
brother and I have our place, and the 
Russians if they see it will think we 
are drinking tea.” 

“I gladly fell in with the proposal of 
the brethren. After repetition of Scrip- 
ture, I blessed the bread and the mug of 
apple juice, and we ate the Lord’s Holy 
Communion. Juho’s brothers, Anti and 
Matti, took part in the ceremony. The 
altar was but a dirty plank, and the 
pastor, as well as his flock, was in rags, 
yet we realized the presence of Christ.” 

Months of hard work and desperate 
privation passed by. Finally Pastor 
Kuortti was taken sick so that he was 
allowed to rest one day. As it happened, 
just on that day came a package from 
his church in Ingermanland to him, con- 
taining a pair of shoes, a work-blouse, 
an overcoat, and some food. It appeared 
to him a summons to escape. On a sub- 
sequent day he convinced the guard by 





(This editérial reviews Prast, Tvangsarbe- 
tare, Flyktning av Aatami Kuortti, Stockholm, 
1935. No English translation.) 
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a strategy that he had completed his 
work and was allowed to’ go home early. 
He took the occasion to flee. He had 
neither chart nor compass. 

Three days he marched westward 
guided by the sun only. Now he sank 
in a swamp to his shoulder-pits, but 
finally succeeded in getting out. His 
food package had lasted only one day. 
The rest of the time he fasted. During 
these three days he saw no one. Finally 
he found himself stranded on the shore 
of a Karelian lake. Another day had 
passed without food. He noticed a boat 
and signaled to it with a rag tied on a 
stick. The rowers proved to be two 
women who, after some parley, took him 
into the boat, brought him to their home, 
and fed him. 

But the G.P.U. threatened with severe 
punishment any who dared help a fugi- 
tive from the camps over the border. 
It also promised twenty-five rubles to 
any who should deliver up a fugitive. 
So the women betrayed him. He was 
again in captivity and in danger of being 
shot. 

Red soldiers came to the hut in which 
he had been imprisoned and took from 
him his outer clothes as a precaution 
against escape. Then he was brought to 
a village and put into a room where 
the guards themselves slept. 

In the night he slept uneasily. His 
past sufferings and present danger op- 
pressed him. Then something wonderful 
occurred. He suddenly heard, as it were, 
a voice saying, “Why liest thou there? 
Wake up.” “Was it an unseen being 
that struck me on the side and waked 
me out of my sleep, as did the angel 
that awakened the imprisoned Peter?” 

The two soldiers of the guard were 
sleeping heavily on the benches. It was 
now or never! Kuortti spoke to them 
to test them — the only answer was their 
snoring.’ He recovered his clothes and 
dressed, took his shoes from a shelf, and 
started. In a little while he was in the 
forest again. 

Then followed hardships, hunger, and 


- difficulty. On the seventh day he was 


lost. The sun was behind the clouds and 
he could not get his bearings. “I asked 
God earnestly for help.-. Suddenly I 
seemed to see a Christian man from my 
village who said to me in a friendly 
way: ‘You have gone altogetner too 
far to the south and left the right course. 
Look at the trees of the wood, how the 
branches growing towards the south are 
larger and thicker. Notice that, and 
then go straight west, and you will not 
mistake the way.’ 

‘I sprang up, but saw nobody, and 
heard only the voice of the cuckoo. I 
began to investigate the pines and, to 
my joy, found that what I had heard 
was true. On one side the branches 
were decidedly longer than on the other, 
and I was able to direct my course by 
them. I felt that my heavenly Father 
had, in this manner, given me counsel 
in my despair.” 

Then came other experiences and 
helps, until finally, in a last spurt of 
ten kilometers, he found himseif in the 
wholesome, civilized land of Finland, 
where he was taken in by the peasants 
and fed with such bread and other food 
as he had not seen during all the years 
of Soviet rule. He had been on the way 
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nearly twelve days, and had covered a dis- 
tance of over two hundred miles through 
the forests and swamps of Karelia, on 
the edge of the Arctic Circle, close to 


’ the White Sea. 
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After a Brickbat—a Bouquet ! 


In THe Sunpay Schoo. TrmeEs of May 
13 a letter was published that had some- 
what the nature of a brickbat. It cer- 
tainly hit the Editor hard and plenty, 
giving the kindly advice, “. .. and if 
you cannot be of any better service to 
your subscribers, then you had better 
quit.” Because THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times had referred to the Jews as God’s 
Chosen People, using God’s own name 
for them, this letter said: “You should 
know by this time that only a few 
lopsidded [yes, that is the way the 
anonymous letter-writer spelled _ it) 
cranks believe that old rubbish... . I 
am a subscriber to your paper, but will 
never renew it again.” 

This pleasant letter was called out by 
two editorials in the Tres that set forth 
Germany’s brutal fulfillment of proph- 
ecy in persecuting the Jews, and that 
called attention to what God has to say 
on the subject. 

Now comes a letter of quite a differ- 
ent sort. During many years of his edi- 
torial work the Editor has had a num- 
ber of verbal brickbats from readers, 
and perhaps a hundred times as many 
verbal bouquets to encourage him. But 
never before has he received quite such 
a literal bouquet as has now come in a 
letter from a California reader. It must 
be shared with the Times Family, and 
here it is: 


At this time I wish to renew my yearly 
subscription to THe Sunpay ScnHoo.t Times 
(which does not expire until October). 
Of the enclosed amount, $15, please use 
$10 for missionary subscriptions. What 
remains is for sending to a florist’s shop 
for your favorite flowers, — roses, carna- 
tions, or maybe some other. 


In the Trmes of May 13 is printed an 
anonymous letter that is very ungracious, 
to say the least; this is actually the rea- 
son for the bouquet, for it occurred to me 
that probably not too often are such 
thrown at the person who dares to speak 
God’s revealed truth. 


It is much to be wondered at that 
somebody who, for any or no reason at 
all, must differ from another should be 
so nasty about it instead of being sensible 
in voicing an opinion; probably the person 
in question had a sneaking “hunch” that 
he was yelping down the wrong alley.— 
A California reader. 


The Editor has written a personal let- 
ter of deep gratitude to this loyal Cali- 
fornia memVer of the Truss Family, for 
such a message is indeed reason to 
“thank God and take courage.” But the 
reader’s permission has been asked to 
transfer the price of the bouquet, so 
kindly offered, to the fund that makes 
it possible to send Tue SunpAay SCHOOL 
Times to those who would otherwise not 
be able to have it. In this way the 
flowers will last longer than if they were 
of- the literal variety — much as the Edi- 
tor loves those. 
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Sister Abigail—a Woman Who 


A life of trust, whose influence went forth in blessing to multitudes 








Believed God 





By Edwin D. Monroe 

















UESDAY, May 30, this year, 
dawned clear and beautiful. It 
had been the custom for years for 


many from the several assemblies in the 
vicinity of Buffalo to go on Memorial 


Day for an outing to Victoria Park on - 


the Canadian side of Niagara Falls. On 
‘this particular day not a few passing 
through stopped to visit the El Nathan 
Home and see Mrs. Luffe, familiarly 
spoken of and widely known as “Sister 
Abigail.” In the forenoon the writer 
and his wife called to see if any from 
the Home were going, and offered to 
take as many as the car would hold. 
To our surprise and disappointment not 
one of the “patients,” workers, or vis- 
itors wanted to leave, as their beloved 
Sister Abigail, who had been on her 
sickbed four months, was in a coma and 
it was doubtful if she would regain con- 
sciousness. A solemn hush came over all 
present. “There are moments when silence 
prolonged and unbroken, More expres- 
sive may be than all words ever spoken. 
’Tis when the heart has an instinct of 
what in the heart of another is passing.” 
.Did they, like Elisha, want to be pres- 
ent when their loved one departed? 


Widely Known for Her Faith 


There were over 160 at Victoria Park, 
and many inquired about the condition 
of Mrs. Luffe, and spoke of seeing none 
present from the Home. In the afternoon 
a late-comer brought the news, “Sister 
Abigail has gone home.” She had passed 
away at 12.45 P. M. 

Next morning the Buffalo Courier- 
Express came out with a three-column 
length headline, “Worker ‘of Modern 
Miracles Dies at 80.” Heading the mid- 
dle column was her picture, over which 
were the words in black-face type, “She 
Had Faith.” The column at the left of 
the picture bore the subheading, “Prayer 
of invalid gave idea for Institution,” and 
the one at the right, “Founded home for 
aged on faith and $1 bill.” Then fol- 
lowed about a thousand words telling 
briefly something of her life and work. 
There were four paragraphs headed re- 
spectively, “Like Modern Miracle,” “Un- 
worried by Depression,” “Food is Pro- 
vided,” and “Cites Other Aid.” The 
article begins: “Variously known as 
‘Sister Abigail,’ ‘Abbie,’ ‘Mammy,’ and 
a ‘Modern Day Saint,’ Mrs. Abigail 
Townsend Luffe,. founder of El Nathan 
Home, 26 Richmond Avenue, an institu- 
tion for the care of invalid and aged 
women, died yesterday morning. A 
lovable little old lady, with merry eyes, 
a chuckling voice, and a remarkable 
personality, Mrs. Luffe founded the 
Home in 1901 on her faith in God and a 
single $1 bill.” After mentioning how 
“Sunbeam” came to be admitted into 
the Home, and relating several remark- 
able answers to her prayers, the article 
closed with the words: “Not long be- 





In the midst of stormy seas, when 
others had given up hope, the apos- 
tle Paul urged his shipmates to “be 
of good cheer: for F believe God, 
that it shall be even as it was told 
me.” A large portion of the eighty- 
one years of Abigail Townsend Luffe 
was a living witness of the same sort, 
encouraging believers and unbe- 
lievers to trust in the faithful God. 
At the Editor’s request, Mr. Monroe, 
Proprietor of the Sword and Shield 
Book Store in Buffalo, and one who 
was closely associated with Sister 
Abigail in her ministry of soul-win- 
ning and caring for the sick, has 
written this brief story of her life. 


In an editorial note in the Times 
for June 17 the Editor wrote that 
Sister Abigail’s many tracts and 
books, of world-wide circulation, 
have been channels of blessing to 
countless numbers. One of these 
gives miraculous experiences of an- 
swered prayer under the title, “Lit- 
tle Is Much If God Is in It.” A tract 
tells how Queen Victoria was 
brought, by a letter from Mrs. Luffe’s 
father, John Townsend, a humble 
minister in England, to full and un- 
questioning assurance of her salva- 
tion. Another of Mrs. Luffe’s well- 
known tracts is entitled, “I Am Not 
Going to a Christless Grave, Are 
You?” 








fore her death Mrs. Luffe wrote in part, 
‘In appreciation to the many years of 
kindness shown by all the friends of 
El Nathan Home, Sister Abigail desires 
to express her thanks.’ Funeral serv- 
ices will be held in Assembly Hall, 111 
Elmwood Avenue, Friday afternoon at 
2.30 o’clock. Burial will be in Elmlawn 
Cemetery.” 

The funeral service opened with the 





Sister Abigail 


singing of “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name,” the audience standing. Mrs. 
Luffe used to call this her “Hallelujah 
Chorus.” After prayer by Mr. Fairbairn 
of Assembly Hall, H. N. Wadham of 
Tenafly, N. J., vice-president of the 
board of trustees, read portions from 
three texts: “And they that be wise 
shall shine as the brightness of the firm- 
ament; and- they that turn many to 
righteousness as the stars for ever and 
ever” (Dan. 12:3). “And he that win- 
neth souls is wise” (Prov. 11:30). “And 
they shall be mine, saith the Lord of 
hosts, in that day when I make up my 
jewels” (Mal. 3:17). 

He spoke sweetly of Mrs. Luffe’s won- 
derful gift of soul-winning, and showed 
how the three: portions very fittingly 
applied to her. Her body was placed in 
one of the graves of the El Nathan plot 
in front of the stone bearing the inscrip- 
tion: 

God’s Gift 
Elnathan Home 
Jesus said 
I am the Resurrection, and the life: 
he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live. 


There it will rest till the resurrection 
of the just, when she, with body changed 
and glorified, will meet the|Lord in the 
air, be like him, and be with him for- 
ever. 


Meeting George Mueller 


Sister Abigail was born in the city of 
Exeter, England, June 9, 1858, the eighth 
child of John and Elizabeth Townsend. 
Before she was three years of age 
the family moved to. Bristol, near the 
home of George Mueller of the famous 
Ashley Downs Orphanages. It was upon 
the knees of this man of faith that 
little Abbie lisped her first “definite” 
prayer. That prayer was wonderfully 
answered, and from then till the hour 
of her death she exhibited that child- 
like faith and trust which so character- 
ized her whole life. 

At the early age of seven she con- 
fessed Christ as her Lord and Saviour. 
About a year after her father’s death 
she married Mr. John Luffe, an- evan- 
gelist, and both labored together for 
about two and a half years, when he was 
stricken and lived but a short time there- 
after. She left for America, November 
2, 1901, arriving in Buffalo, at the home 
of her brother, ten days later. Here she 
began her mission of mercy, visiting 
shut-ins and assisting in the work of the 
various missions, and soon began the 
‘work with ‘her first resident patient at 
257 Plymouth Avenue, whence she 
moved twenty years later into the pres- 
ent home on the Circle. The moving 
from the crowded quarters to the spa- 
cious rooms on Richmond Avenue was a 
red-letter day. What rejoicing! What 
thanksgiving ascended to the One who 
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had so marvelously wrought! Here 
“Sunbeam” could look from her bed and 
see the beautiful trees, the green lawn, 
and beautiful flower beds on the Circle 
park kept up by the city. From that 
time on the work became better known, 
and friends from far and near came to 
see the new home and the little woman 
with arthritis, to whom Mrs. Luffe was 
“Mammy” for over twenty years. 

After the war closed in 1918, a Scottish 
lassie, finding business slack in her 
native city, came to America to find 
employment. She had read about “Sister 
Abigail,” but had no idea that such a 
person was living. When she learned 
that this woman of faith was in Buffalo 
she sought out the Home, and as a re- 
sult remained in it as a volunteer helper 
for eleven years, or until the time of 
her marriage to David Ednie, a Scottish 
laddie, who found Christ as his Sav- 
iour soon after coming to this country. 
After their marriage they took up special 
home mission work for four years. A 
little over a year ago Mrs. Luffe was 
led to ask Mr. and Mrs. Ednie to re- 
turn to the Home with a view of taking 
up the work as her successors. 

During her illness it was a joy to 
direct or accompany many visitors to 
the Home. On one occasion I went with 
four men from four different and dis- 
tant cities. After listening to her relate 
a remarkable experience, where her 
faith had been put to the test, and how 
the answer to prayer had come at the 
last hour, one of the men offered an 
earnest prayer. Upon leaving he said: 
“The last of three special prayers has 
now been answered. It was that I might 
have the joy of seeing Sister Abigail 
before she left us.” 

In the April Light and Liberty, J. F. 
Spink wrote: “While having meetings 
in Buffalo, I called upon our beloved 
sister, Mrs. Luffe. She has... cancer, 
and, humanly speaking, will not be with 
us very long, but she is looking forward 
with keen anticipation to being with 
the Lord. I shall never forget the hour 
spent with her, as her face was radiant 
with the joy of the Lord and her con- 
versation was all of the One she loves 
and has served so faithfully. She wishes 
it to be known that the work will still 
go on, and she has appointed as her suc- 
cessors Mr. and Mrs. Ednie, who will 
carry on the work on the same lines 
as Mrs. Luffe. . . . Please pray for Mrs. 
Luffe, who is one of the choicest saints 
of America.” 

She greatly enjoyed seeing those who 
called. One day she told us that she 
was glad the Lord permitted her sick- 
ness, as it was such a great joy to meet 
the many friends who called to see her. 
She had been praying that R. A. Laid- 
law of New Zealand might come while 
she was living. One day, not long be- 
fore she died, he with his wife and three 
children came for an unhurried visit. 
He is the writer of the well-known tract, 
“The Reason Why.” Over her bed on 
the side wall hung the motto “OTHERs,” 
and in the hallway in a conspicuous 
place was a large artistic card with the 
words: “Redeemed with the Precious 
Blood of Christ.” 

What a privilege to have known Sister 
Abigail! A look at that sweet, restful 
face was never forgotten. No-wonder 
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so many said, “She reminds me of my 
mother.” How real to her was the 
hymn, “How good is the God we adore 
. . . we'll praise Him for all that is 
past, and trust Him for all that’s to 
come.” Yes, her God graciously spared 
her from pain, and sent Mrs. Ednie and 
her husband to help set her “house in 


° 
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order.” -Good night, beloved Sister, — 
soon it will be, “Good morning up there.” 


A little while, the Lord shall come, 
And we shall wander here no more; 
He’ll take us to His Father’s home, 
Where He for us has gone before — 
To dwell with Him, to see His face, 
And sing the glories of His grace. 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 








A plan that has reached snousands in 
the United States and Canada 








Teaching Country Children Bible Verses 


By Carl F. H. Henry 














northern Minnesota, which came 

nineteen years ago to J. Lloyd 
Hunter, marked the beginning of the 
Rural Bible Crusade. Today it has for 
its goal the reaching of 20,000,000 chil- 
dren in rural districts with the Word of 
God. 

From State to State, and into the Do- 
minion of Canada, this work has spread, 
until auxiliaries are carrying the cam- 
paign to a host of young people other- 
wise unreached by the Gospel message. 

Reaching the whole State of Illinois 
and parts of eleven other States, the 
Wheaton College auxiliary is carrying 
on a comprehensive work which is fur- 
nishing the basis for similar units else- 
where. Dr. C. Benton Eavey, chairman 
of the Wheaton auxiliary, points out 
that the Crusade is a means by which, 
without interfering with any school law, 
Christians can lay again in-the hearts 
of children the foundations that have 
made America the greatest nation on 
earth. 

When Mr. Hunter first surveyed his 
north Minnesota field of 30,000 people 
without a knowledge of the Gospel, with 
Atheism and Communism rampant 
among adults and immorality frequent 
among young people, he and Mrs. Hunter 
went to prayer for a way to reach the 
people. In answer to their prayers, the 
Lord led them into the Rural Scripture 
Memory contest. The work was carried 
on in almost the same way as today, and 
has been carried on as a faith work 
ever since. ; 

Surprising results were achieved from 
the very beginning. The first year 8,000 
verses of Scripture were learned. The 
second year, 20 children alone learned 
the Gospel of John, a total of 887 verses. 
During ‘the next few years an average 
of 3,000 children participated, learning 
60,000 Bible verses a year. Bible camps 
were held for those who had memorized 
the Gospel of John, resulting in over 
150 conversions a year. 

Eleven years ago, Mr. Hunter felt led 
of the Lord to take the work into Can- 
ada. From a start near Winnipeg, the 
Crusade spread over two-thirds of the 
Dominion. During the first year, 3,800 
memorized over 75,000 verses, increasing 
yearly until after four years of work 
15,322 children had committed to mem- 
ory 196,343 verses of the Word. Every 
year over 125 went to Bible school., In 
seven and one half years, over 15,000 
conversions were reported by Mr. 
Hunter and his workers. 


A CALL to missionary work in 


Then the Lord placed it upon Mr. 
Hunter’s heart to transplant the work 
also to Florida, where it reached out 
into seven Southern States. Today aux- 
iliaries of the Crusade are spread 
throughout the ‘nation. The Montana 
auxiliary is covering three States with 
the memory work. From New York the 
work ‘stretches into two States. The 
auxiliary at the Philadelphia School of 
the Bible is working in Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey. The St. Paul Bible 
Institute has an auxiliary. The Wheaton 
College auxiliary, stretching out through 
its cosmopolitan student body, carries 
the work into eleven States outside of 
Illinois, and makes provision for rural 
school visitation and follow-up work 
within a twenty-five mile radius of the 
college. 

Dr. Eavey, chairman of Wheaton’s De- 
partment of Education, declares that 
“even he- who has least inclination to 
quarrel with the principle of seculariza- 
tion must admit that the practical con- 
sequences of the neglect of the Bible in 
public education is having the most 
baneful effects. Mockery of the Bible, 
antagonism to the principles of Chris- 
tianity, immorality, irreligion, and Athe- 
ism are rife in our public schools. 
Our children study from _ textbooks 
which deny the existence of the per- 
sonal God of the Bible and teach 
that man has evolved from a brute an- 
cestry. Though the primary aim of our 
schools is to develop civic virtue and 
democratic ideals of character, and 
though our nation spends nearly three 
billion dollars per year for education, 
yet our annual bill for crime is fifteen 
billion dollars, or more than five times 
as much as we pay for education. 

“Here lies a basic cause for the famine 
for the words of the Lord that prevails 
today. This crowding of the Bible out 
of the public schools is one important 
reason for the existence of the famine. 
Thirty-six million children and young 
people in our land today are without re- 
ligious influence of any kind. Children 
by the millions, hungry for the Word 
of Life, look up and are not fed. That 
upon which they have been feeding in- 
tellectually —irreligious teachings, fic- 
tion, and cheap reading material of vari- 
ous kinds—leaves a void in the soul 
which can be satisfied only by feeding 
upon the Word of the Living God and 
this these millions do not have.” 

Carrying forward the work of the 
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Lesson for August 6 


Crusade,! which is supported by the gifts 
of interested Christians, involves a defi- 
nite procedure. Mr. Hunter sketched 
the following seven-point program which 
is employed wherever possible: (1) 
Lists of rural teachers are secured from 
the county superintendent. (2) Letters 
and a poster about the work are sent 
to each teacher. (3) The teacher en- 
rolls as many of her pupils as are will- 
ing to learn verses, and reports to head- 
quarters on an enrollment card which 
is provided. (4) Gospels and leaflets 
are mailed to her, free and postpaid. 
(5) She reports the progress of the stu- 
dents and prizes are sent out. (6) Fol- 
low-up workers reach many of the chil- 
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dren who memorize verses, and many 
are led to the Lord. (7) Wherever pos- 
sible, vacation Bible schools and Sunday 
schools are organized. 

Reaching out to those between five and 
twenty years of age who live two miles 
or more from the nearest church or 
Sunday school, the contest lasts to 
within ten days before the schools close 
for summer vacation. The first portion 
which must be learned is John 10:1-11, 
for which a Scripture button is pro- 
vided. For memorizing thirty-two addi- 
tional verses, a New. Testament is pre- 
sented the contestant. Additional verses, 
all of which are designated, procure 
additional gifts. In places where large 
numbers of children qualify, they are 
rewarded by having eight days at camp. 
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“A Sower Went Forth to Sow” 


Comparing the — parable with the By Ernest Gordon | 











pounded by our Lord in its appli- 

cation to individuals as a moral 
story of good seed and its vicissitudes. 
But it is possible that it may also have 
a prophetic interpretation and that this 
was intimated in the words, “Because it 
is given unto you to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven” (Matt. 13:11). 

The Sower, ho speiron, went forth to 
sow, — not a sower, in the sense of any 
sower. It is the Great Sower Himself. 
The harvest is the world, and the good 
seed is both the Word of God and the 
children of the Kingdom (Luke 8:11; 
Matt. 13:38). 

There have been four great historical 
areas in which the seed has been sown, 
—the ancient Roman world, the Mo- 
hammedan world, the medieval world 
of Catholicism (these last two existing 
sidé by side for a dozen centuries), and 
the modern world of evangelical and 
missionary Christianity. There is a cer- 
tain correspondence and sequence in 
the parable to these four historical di- 
visions. 


Te parable of the sower is ex- 


“SoME SEEDS FELL BY THE Way SIDE” 


The Roman roads were the great out- 
standing feature and symbol of the Ro- 
man Empire,—of its extent, its great- 
ness, its solidity. They ran from the 
Euphrates to Spain and through Dacia, 
Gaul, and Britain. They were the ear- 
liest roads about which anything definite 
is known, the Via Appia dating back 
to 312°B. C. The Via Flaminia went to 
the chief towns of Northern Italy, the 
Via Aurelia through Pisa to Gaul and 
on, the Via Egnetia across Asia Minor, 
—all straight and wide, massive with 
three layers of stone and concrete. Along 
these vast highways marched the legions, 
upholding empire and keeping peace. 
Along the same roads the apostle Paul 
and his co-workers journeyed in apos- 
tolic days. They were sowing seed para 
ten hodon, “along the roadside.” “Go 
not into the road of the Gentiles,” said 
the Lord to the Twelve (Matt. 10:5). 


{ 


The time of Gentile evangelism had not 
then come. But in Matthew 22 at the 
close of his ministry, after the casting 
off of Israel and the destruction of their 
city are announced in verse 7, the serv- 
ants are told to go into the highways 
to invite the wedding guests, that is, into 
the Gentile world, symbolized by its 
great roads. 


“Some Fett Upon Stony PLaces” 


Mohammedanism came out of the 
deserts of Arabia. Its homeland “lacked 
moisture” (Luke 8:6). Indeed, it turned 
North Africa into a desert. Wherever 
it passed trees vanished and the land 
was left seared and bare. There could 
be no more apt comparison for the hard, 
irresponsive world of Islam than stony 
places, ledges with but traces and niches 
of earth. Such has been the Mohamme- 
dan world from Morocco to Persia and 
farther East. 

If Christians could despair, Moham- 
medan countries would be the despair 
of Christian missions. Islam is a world 
turned to stone. Here the human heart 
is petrified: mercy has faded out. It isa 
regime of scimitar, of massacre. The 
weak are unpitied, whether Armenian 
Christians or their own Moslem women. 

The Christian peoples of Mohammedan 
lands have been “without depth of 
earth.” The Scripture was little trans- 
lated and less read by them. Well- 
hausen writing of Palestine, Syria, Meso- 
potamia, Assyria, Babylonia, and Egypt, 
a hundred years after the Mohammedan 
conquest, said: 

“It is striking to notice how easily the 
native population of the conquered dis- 
tricts, exclusively or prevailingly Chris- 
tian, adapted themselves to the new 
rule. It is only to be accounted for by 
the fact that in reality they had no in- 
ward relation to the Gospel at all. They 
changed their creed in order te acquire 
the rights and privileges of Moslem citi- 
zenship. In no case were they compelled 
to do so. On the contrary, the Omyyad 
caliphs saw with displeasure the dimin- 
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ishing proceeds of the poll-tax derived 
from their Christian subjects.” 

“And because they had no root, they 
withered away.” 


“Anp SOME FELL AMONG THORNS” 


Christ told his followers to “beware of 
false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves” (Matt. 7:15). These 
apostates he described in a change of 
metaphor as “thorns.” “Ye shall know 
them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns?” The terrible, medi- 
eval Catholic Church literally choked 
out the good seed of the Kingdom, the 
gentle, Scripture-loving and Scripture- 
following evangelical servants of Christ, 
— Lollards, Waldensians, Cathari, Hu- 
guenots. Pnigo, “took by the throat,” 
is the word, also used in Matthew 18: 
26 of the unmerciful servant in his treat- 
ment of his fellow servant. How cruelly 
they crushed the Reformation in Bo- 
hemia, how nearly they destroyed the 
German nation in the blood-baths of 
the Thirty Years War! One recalls the 
thousands of God’s children and Christ’s 
brethren burnt on the Quemedera of 
Seville; the night raids of Indians sent 
down from Quebec to burn New Eng- 
land Protestant homes and scalp settlers; 
the massacres of Sir Phelim O’Neill in 
Ireland in 1645. Even in our own day 
these thorns have sought by violence 
and intrigue to choke out Christian mis- 
sions in Madagascar, in Uganda, on the 
Congo; also in Mexico and South Amer- 
ica, with mobs and stonings. It has 
recently been reported that the Catholic 
Mission in India has been ordered to 
check mass movements to Protestantism. 

The Sower went forth to sow “his 
seed,” the children of His Kingdom, the 
words of his lips (Luke 8:5). “And the 
thorns sprang up with it,” sumphueisai. 
The children of the Kingdom lived 
alongside those of paganized and sacer- 
dotalized Christianity in the same medi- 
eval church. Catholicism paid a lip- 
service to the Word and then suppressed 
it. Hence it brings “no fruit to per- 
fection.” It has been a nominal Chris- 
tianity, a misgrowth. 


“But OTHer FELL Into Goop GROUND” 


Here we come into the modern world 
of Bible translation and Bible circula- 
tion, of missions in five continents and 
all the islands, of great ingatherings in 
all lands, some an hundredfold, some 
sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. It is the era 
of the world-wide ministry of Reformed 
and Evangelical Christianity. 

If this interpretation is correct, it 
means that we are in the full tide of 
the last period, with faces fixed on the 
glorious end, waiting for “the flaming of 
the advent feet.” Kingdoms rise and 
fall, wars give way to peace and peace 
to wars. Agitations and revolutions 
shake the hearts of men. Unmindful of 
all, this the great harvest is sown and 
reaped. Of it the world at large is little 
conscious, but we can think of it only 
with jubilation. 


“Shout while ye journey home, 

Songs be in every mouth. 

Lo, from the North we come, 

From East and West and South. 

City of God, the bond are free: 

We come to live and reign with thee,” 


(Continued on page 501) 
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LESSON 6. AUGUST 6. - ELIJAH: A LIFE OF COURAGE | 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 Kings 18: 1-46; printed text, 1 Kings 18 : 30-39 
Golden Text.—The Lord is far from the wicked: out he heareth the prayer of the righteous.— Prov. 15 : 29 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Kings 18:30-39 


Kinc JAMEs VERSION 


1 Kings 18:30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near 
unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of the Lorp that was broken down. 

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of 
the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lorp 
came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the 
Lorp: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would 
contain two measures of seed. 

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, 
and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, 
and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the 
second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it 
the third time. 

35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the 
trench also with water. A 

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening 
sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lorp God 
of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that 
thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I 
have done all these things at thy word. 

37 Hear me, O Lorp, hear me, that this people may know that 
thou art the Lorp God, and that thou hast turned their heart 
back again. 

38 Then the fire of the Lorp fell, and consumed the burnt sac- 
rifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 Kings 18:30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near 
unto me; and all the people came near unto him. And he 
repaired the altar of Jehovah that was thrown down. 31 And 
Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes 
of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of Jehovah came, 
saying, Israel shall be thy name. 32 And with the stones he built 
an altar in the name of Jehovah; and he made a trench about 
the altar, as great as would contain 1:two measures of seed. 33 And 
he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and 
laid it on the wood. And he said, Fill four jars with water, and 
pour it on the burnt-offering, and on the wood. 34 And he said, 
Do it the second time; and they did it the second time. And he 
said, Do it the third time; and they did it the third time. 35 And 
the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench 
also with water. 36 And it came to pass at the time of the 
offering of the evening oblation, that Elijah the prophet came 
near, and said, O Jehovah, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, 
and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things 
at thy word. 37 Hear me, O Jehovah, hear me, that this people 
may know that thou, Jehovah, art God, *and that thou hast 
turned their heart back again: 38 Then the fire of Jehovah fell, 
and consumed the burnt-offering, and the wood, and the stones, 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 
389 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and 
they said, Jehovah, he is God; Jehovah, he is God. 

10r, a two-seah measure. *Or, for thou didst turn their 
heart backward. 





up the water that was in the trench. 


39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: 
and they said, The Lorp, he is the God; the Lorp, he is the God. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


ALUTARY indeed are the lessons 
S which the Holy Spirit has presented 

for us in the record of Elijah’s life. 
In some respects, the greatest of all the 
‘ prophets since Moses, until the advent 
of John the Baptist (Matt. 11:11), he 
appears suddenly upon the page of Scrip- 
ture with his amazing declaration to king 
Ahab, “As the Lord . . . liveth, before 
whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor 
rain these years, but according to my 
word” (1 Kings 17:1). We know from 
the Spirit’s comment in James 5:17 that 
this was the result of, and confidence 
derived from, a life of prayer. 

It took real courage — the courage borne 
of the conviction that he was God’s own 
messenger —for this sturdy Tishbite to 
rebuke so powerful and wicked a ruler 
as Ahab, and even more to declare be- 
forehand what nature saw no evidence 
of, but which faith counted on God to 
perform (1 Kings 18:41). Yet we see 
this bold man quail before the wrath of 
a proud, haughty vixen like Jezebel (1 
Kings 19:2, 3), whose threatening words 
so disturbed him that he preferred death 
to further conflict (1 Kings 19:4). In 
this we may see how truly he was a 
man of like passions with ourselves: not 
some wonderful, mysterious, superhuman 
being, but a very human person indeed, 
whom God had taken up in grace and 
commissioned for a great work. His 
greatest weakness was in connection 
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with his outstanding testimony: he was 
inclined to think of himself as almost 
Jehovah’s sole representative on earth. 
When he said, “I only, am left” (1 Kings 
19:14), God rebuked him by telling of 
seven thousand hidden ones in Israel 
who had not bowed the knee to Baal 
(Chap. 19:18). We need to learn the 
same lesson. However faithful or de- 
voted we may imagine ourselves to be, 
God has many more than ourselves who 
are true to his Word and faithful in their 
stand against apostasy. 


The Historical Setting 


For about thirty years, during the 
reign of Ahab, king of Israel, Elijah was 
the outstanding witness for God in the 
northern kingdom. He came from 
Gilead, but we know nothing. of his birth- 
place or his antecedents, nor tne date 
of his nativity. It was late in the tenth 
century before Christ, about 925 B. C., 
that he made his first dramatic appear- 
ance before Ahab, and his translation 
occurred probably about 896 B. C. The 
present scene occurred on Mt. Carmel, 
where he withstood the priests of Baal. 


Verse by Verse 


1 Kings 18:30.—“He repaired the altar 
of the Lord that was broken down.” 
This was evidently one of those ancient 
high places where the people worshiped 
Jehovah. The rebuilding of this altar 
was a witness to Elijah’s faith and a 
challenge to the representatives of the 
idolatrous systems that had the backing 
of the court of Israel. 

Verse 31.—“Twelve stones, according to 
the number of the tribes.” This was a 
remarkable testimony to the unity of 
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the nation as viewed by God, through his 
servant, even though strife and division 
had outwardly destroyed it. So with the 
church today. Faith says, “There is 
one body,” though.-man’s will has 
wrought in making manifold schisms. 


Verse 32.—‘He made a trench about 
the altar.” The pagan priests were no- 
torious for their trickery, by which they 
sought to deceive the people with false 
signs and lying wonders. Elijah was 
preparing to offset all this by that which 
in his case would make deceit impos- 
sible. 


Verse 33.—“Fill four barrels with 
water, and pour it on the burnt-sacri- 
fice.” Placing the parts of the Lord’s 
offering upon the wood, he had the altar 
and the sacrifice so drenched with water 
that no human power could kindle the 
wood and produce fire. 


Verse 34.—“They did it the third time.” 
Three times this process of saturation 
was repeated in. the sight of all be- 
holders. There was too much at stake to 
admit any possibility of a reasonable 
charge of hidden fire in the altar to be 
fanned into flame when the prophet had 
prayed. 

Verse 35.—“He filled the trench also 
with water.” Altar, offering, and wood 
were drenched, and the trench or groove 
surrounding was now full of water. Only 
divine power could produce fire under 
such circumstances, and this was to be 
the test as to who was the true God that 
day (v. 24). 


Verse 36.—“At the time of the offer- 
ing of the evening sacrifice.” Down at 
Jerusalem, far to the south, at this hour; 
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Lesson for August 6 


the lamb was laid upon the altar. This 
lonely witness among the apostates of 
the north remembered what was taking 
place at the Temple of Jehovah and 
called upon the Lord God of the fathers 
of Israel to reveal himself and make 
his power known. 

Verse 37.—“Hear me, that this people 
may know.” It was with no thought of 
personal vindication or of self-exaltation 
that Elijah thus called upon God. He 
yearned over the people, so wickedly 
deceived by their leaders, and longed 
to see God manifest his power in such 
a way that they would be restored to 
the old-time path. 

Verse 38.—“Then the fire of the Lord 

fell.” As of old when the tabernacle 
was first erected (Lev. 9:24) and the 
glory of the Lord filled the house when 
the Temple was dedicated (2 Chron. 5: 
13, 14), a sudden flash of fire from the 
heavens ignited the wood and consumed 
the sacrifice. Even the water in the 
trench was “licked up” by the intense 
heat. 

Verse 39.—“The Lord, he is the God.” 
All day the prophets of Baal had called 
in vain upon their idols. Now the Eter- 
nal One had made his power known, 
and for the time at least the people were 
persuaded that he was indeed the one 
living and true God. It was a great vic- 
tory, the answer to Elijah’s prayer of 
faith and consistent testimony to the 
truth. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


He who has the testimony of his own 
conscience that he is walking in accord- 
ance with the revealed will of God will 
be courageous in the hour of danger, 
when the enemies of the truth oppose 
with violence or deceitful pretense. 
There is a mere fleshly bravado which 
may exist where one is playing fast and 
loose with that which is of God. But 
holy boldness is another thing altogether 
and is the accompaniment of genuine 
piety and true loyalty to the Word of 
the Lord. It is this that we see exem- 
plified in the life of Elijah, and in this 
we may well seek grace to emufate the 
devoted man of God who came to call 
the people back to the law they had for- 
gotten. j 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Elijah, a Man of Prayer. We have 
noticed already that in the Epistle of 
James our attention is directed to Elijah 
as a man of prayer. He had learned 
how to prevail with God, and his prayer 
shut and opened the heavens in accord- 
ance with the will of the Lord. This 
is most suggestive. Prayer does not 
cause God to change his mind. But the 
man who lives in fellowship with him is 
guided to pray in accordance with his 
will. Such prayer is sure to be answered 
(1 John 5:14, 15). 


We must learn to know God in secret 
if we would be courageous for him in 
public. The three years that Elijah spent 
in retirement, proving God’s faithfulness 
by the brook Cherith and in the widow’s 
home at Zarephath, gave him a back- 
ground of practical experience that was 
of inestimable value when he had to 
face Ahab and the prophets of Baal. It 
was because he knew God that he dared 
to witness for him so boldly. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


6. August 6.—Elijah: A Life of Courage. 
1 Kings 18:1-46 
7. August 13.—Elisha: A Life of Helpful- 
WONG Si-vs Bech st acesmite nto 2 Kings 5:1-27 
8. August 20.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Community (A social aspect of the 
liquor problem). 
Joel 1:5-7; Daniel 5:1-5, 17, 25-28 
9. August 27.—Uzziah: A King Who For- 
SR TENE sr epnpwmkis én} 6 2 Chronicles 26 
10. September 3.—Isaiah: A Life Dedi- 
cated to God 2... ccs cc cciess Isaiah 6:1-13 
11. September 10.—Hezekiah: A King 
Who Remembered God ..2 Chronicles 30 
12. September 17.—Micah: A Messenger 
of Social Justice ..... Micah 3:1-12; 6:6-8 
13. September 24.—Isaiah: Foretelling the 
Birth of the Messianic King. - 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-5 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 1.—The Infancy of Jesus. 
Matthew 1 and 2 











The test on Carmel was the bringing 
of God and Baal face to face, that the 
omnipotence of the One might expose 
the helplessness of the other. Elijah did 
not shrink from such a-test though he 
stood alone, so far as human help was 
concerned, against over four hundred 
prophets of Baal. The conflict was not 
between him and them, but between Je- 
hovah and the idols of the heathen. 
Elijah knew that God could be depended 
on to manifest himself and exert his 
power and so there was never a question 
in his mind as to the final outcome. His 
faith was rewarded most blessedly, and 
for the time at least many in Israel were 
turned to God from idols and bore testi- 
mony to the reality of his presence 
among them. 


Lesson Outlines 
How Lone Hatt Ye? 


The people called to the test (1 Kings 
18:19) 

Elijah’s challenge (v. 21) 

The test outlined (vs. 22-24) 


The effort of the prophets of Baal (vs. 
25, 26) 


Elijah’s scorn (v. 27) 

The altar of the Lord repaired (vs. 30, 
32) 

Elijah calls upon God (vs. 36, 37) 

The answer by fire (v. 38) 

The verdict (v. 39) 


THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF ELIJAH 


His first appearance and his message to 
Ahab (1 Kings 17:1) 

The prophet hidden and sustained by 
God (1 Kings 17: 2-24) 

Elijah appears again (1 Kings 18: 1-16) 

Conflict with the priests of Baal (1 
Kings 18:17-41) 

The prophet at prayer and its result 
(1 Kings 18: 42-46) 

His last ministries (1 Kings 19:19-21; 
2 Kings 1:16) 

Elijah’s translation (2 Kings 2:1-11) 


Practical and Personal Applications 


When we know the truth of God, do 
we stand uncompromisingly for it as Eli- 
jah did, or are we trying to please both 
sides as Obadiah did? 


Do we value the privilege of bearing 
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testimony for God in a day of adversity 
when many are turning away from the 
truth and following after fables? (2 Tim. 
4:4,) 

We are told that “Ahab did more to 
provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger 
than all the kings of Israel that were 
before him” (1 Kings 16:33). Are we 
careful to take the opposite path and 
to seek to honor him by walking in obe- 
dience to his Word? 


Are we more concerned about public 
place and testimony than we are about 
learning to walk with God privately that 
we may be fitted to witness for him 
when he thrusts us forth? 


Are we putting circumstances between 
our souls and God, or have we learned 
the blessedness of putting God between 
us and our circumstances, as Elijah did 
upon Mount Carmel? 


Are we not sometimes inclined to act 
as the prophets of Baal did with their 
false god, trying to force an answer 
from the Lord by emotional outbursts 
and frenzied cries, instead of by quiet, 
restful prayer as in the case of Elijah? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Elijah’s ministry was one of restora- 
tion, calling the people back to truth 
once known but now forgotten. 

He who would be used of God in pub- 
lic must spend much time with him in 
secret. 

Ahab did not know that Elijah had 
been before God in secret prayer ere he 
appeared before him at the court of Is- 
rael, but it was this that gave power to 
his testimony. 


Preaching without prayer will be but 
empty effort and wasted words. 

While Elijah was hidden away from 
the gaze of the public, he was learning 
to know God in a new way that would 
mean much to him when called again 
to face Ahab and the priests of Baal. 


Obadiah was a child of God and a 
good, well-meaning man, but he was too 
close to Ahab to be a proper. witness 
against his evil ways. 


The fire of God fell in response to the 
prayer of faith, for the Lord delights to 
reveal himself to the man who trusts his 
grace and obeys his Word. 

CHICAGO. 

4 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


N WHOSE reign did Elijah prophesy, and 
what were the prevailing religious con- 
ditions in Israel? 


2. To what does the Spirit of God draw 
our attention in the New Testament when 
speaking of Elijah? 


3. What declaration did he make to Ahab 
at their first recorded meeting? 


4. What attitude did the king take toward 
the prophet? 


5. Where was Elijah hidden? 


6 To whom did he appear first when the 
three years had almost expired? 


7. What test did he propose? 


A What challenge did he put to the peo- 
ple? 


9, What was the result? 
10. How and when did God send rain? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 500 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this d ent; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send an without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet oxpieining 
the conditions of this department. The full lis 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Mlustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit te six the total for any one lesson. 

God Controls Fire—Hear me, O Lord, 
hear me, that this people may know that 
thou art the Lord God (1 Kings 18:37). 
A Chinese Christian had been asked to 
give to a fund to be expended in sacri- 
fice to idols as an insurance of his house 
against fire. He declined, on the ground 
that he trusted in the living God, and 
idols could not save from fire. When 
the idolatrous ceremony was over, fire 
broke out in the street where his home 
was and burned over one hundred and 
twenty houses. When the flames were 
coming nearer and nearer to his house 
they tried to persuade him to remove his 
furniture, but he refused, and in their 
presence prayed to God to show that 
he was indeed the Lord of hosts 
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who could send legions of angels to 
deliver him, if need be, from so great 
a calamity. Nearer and nearer came 
the fire, until only one house stood 
between his own house and the flames. 
Suddenly there was a change of wind 
and his house was saved.—From New 
Century Leader. Sent by Emily Mc- 
Farland, Newark, Ohio. 


God Controls Droughts—Hear me, O 
Lord, hear me, that this people may know 
that thou art the Lord God (v. 37). Joao 
Mbaxi, a native convert, was placed. in 
charge of work among a cannibal Afri- 
can tribe, among whom work had been 
begun only a few months before. It 
was in the dry season when he took 
charge. Soon the rainy season came, 
but month after month went by without 
rain. Then came the dry season again. 
Every one was suffering from hunger, 
and starvation was near. The native 
chief told Joao that in all the years they 
had worshiped their fathers’ gods, rain 
had never failed them to this extent. 
The mission workers must leave the 
country and take the white man’s God 
with them. Joao refused to go. The 
chief said, “If your God is good, and 
rules the sky, why doesn’t it rain? If 
it does not rain by sunrise tomorrow, 
we will drink your blood and eat your 
flesh.” Joao thought of Elijah, and he 
went to his hut and prayed to Elijah’s 
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God, while the heathen were waiting 
for sunrise and their cannibal feast. 
Toward daylight came thunder, light- 
ning, and torrential rain—From “Mir- 
acles in Black,” by John C. Wengatz, 
D.D. Sent by Ida G. Kast, Mechanics- 
burg, Pa. 


A Miracle Prayer.—Hear me, O Lord, 
hear ne. ... Then the fire of the Lord 
fell (vs. 37, 38). Newman Hall stood 
early one morning on the summit of 
Snowdon with a hundred and twenty 
others who had been attracted hither by 
the promise of an unusually grand sun- 
rise. They were not disappointed. As 
they stood watching the sun tinge the 
mountain peaks with glory, Dr. Hall was 
invited to preach. He was so overcome 
with emotion that he could not preach, 
but felt led to pour out his soul in 
prayer. As he supplicated the tears 
rolled down the faces of the people. A 
superhuman stillness possessed them. 
Quietly, with solemn awe, they de- 
scended the mountain, and scattered. 
Afterward visiting this region the doctor 
was informed that forty people had been 
converted that morning. “But,” said he, 
“I did not say a word; I only prayed.” 
“Yes, and more wonderful still, they did 
not know a word you said, for none of 
them can speak English, only Welsh.” 
—From O. R. Palmer. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize il- 
lustration. 


On Praying Ground.—The Lord is far 
from the wicked: but he heareth the 
prayer of the righteous (Golden Text). 
A Christian man in a place of large re- 
sponsibility was talking with a friend 
about a seriouS disagreement that had 
arisen between the institution of which 
he was the head and another man who 
had been connected with it, but whose 
relationship to the work had now been 
severed. This man had written sharp 
letters, and his letters had been answered 
in Christian quietness and courtesy. The 
friend commented on the unusual toné 
of the letters that had gone in response 
to the angry accusations. “But,” said 
the friend who had written the letters 
that were marked by the fruit of the 
Spirit, “I must keep on praying ground.” 
He realized that, if he replied to the 
heated, unchristian letters in kind, he 
would be off praying ground, and not 
able to pray the matter through with 
any assurance that God was hearing, 
leading, and answering.—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. Lewis 
Conrad, Imogene, Iowa. 


God Still Answers !—The Lord is far 
from the wicked: but he heareth the 
prayer of the righteous (Golden Text). 
I can see in my mind’s eye a mission- 
ary of our church. It is his first visit 
to Keswick Convention, and he is greatly 
troubled about a city wholly given to 
idolatry, where Hindu immorality is 
rampant, and idolatry spells all kinds 
of unseemly things. Mr. Hubert Brooks 
on the platform in his Bible reading, 
says, “Before they call, I will answer,” 
and this missionary begins to think of 
that city. No preaching was allowed in 
that place. He had been knocking on its 
gates for entrance. No preaching was 
allowed. there, and offenders were im- 
prisoned. Later Mr. Brooks comes to 
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of the Lord, as the rivers of water: 
he turneth it whithersoever he will.” 
The missionary thinks of the rajah who 
will not open his gates; he bows his 
head silently and says, “Now, Lord, the 
king’s heart, the Maharajah of Jam- 
mie’s heart, is in thy hand, turn it so 
that these gates may be opened for the 
preaching of thy Word.” The Bible 
reading ends. On the top of the pro- 
gram there is a suggestion that we 
should not read our letters until the 
meeting was over, and this missionary 
has his letters in his pocket; as he passes 
out he opens one and reads: “The Ma- 
harajah has opened his gates to the 


_preaching of the Gospel, has given us a 


site for our mission house, and we are 
free to bring the people to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” “Before they call, I will 
answer; and while they are yet speak- 
ing, I will hear.”—From William Dalgett, 
in Moody Monthly. Will the person who 
sent this illustration please write to The 
Sunday School Times? 


Do You Know This Place?—He hear- 
eth the prayer of the righteous (Golden 
Text). 


There is a place where thou canst touch 
the eyes 
Of blinded men to instant, perfect sight; 
There is a place where thou canst say, 
3 ‘Arise ee 
To oe captives, bound in chains of 
4 ht; 
There is a place where thou canst reach 
the store 
Of hoarded gold and free it for the Lord; 
There is a place—upon some distant 
shore — 
Where thou canst send the worker or 
the Word; 
There is a place where Heaven’s resistless 
power 
Responsive moves to thine insistent plea; 
There is a place — a silent, trusting hour — 
Where God Himself descends and fights 
for thee. 
Where is that blessed place—dost thou 
ask, ‘“‘Where?’’ 
O soul, it is the secret place of prayer. 


—From China Inland Mission leaflet, 
“Why Do We Ask You to Pray?” Sent 
by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


From the Platfornt 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Thou hast set 
forth for us in thy Word, O God, no contest more 
thrilling between good and evil than the contest 
in this lesson between Elijah and the prophets 
of Baal. Here was one man against four hun- 
dred and fifty, but God was with him and 
they were relying on false gods. Thou hast 
taught us in thy Word by many examples to 
realize that man is not to depend upon num- 
bers, but upon thee. The broken altar on Mt. 
Carmel and the frantic prophets of Baal speak 
powerfully of man’s helplessness. The prayer 
and power of Elijah in his appeal to the Lord 
marked an unforgettable showing forth of 
God’s power. Grant that we may not forget 
this great scene, and may we look to our 
heavenly Father for the fulfilling of our every 
need upon life’s events in every crisis. We 
ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If you were to go 
to the seashore town of Haifa in Pales- 
tine, today, you would see just south 
of the city a long low range overlook- 
ing the sea. You would realize that 


down toward the lower end of that 
range, all of which is called Mt. Carmel, 
or somewhere along the range, the tre- 
mendous contest in this lesson took place, 
You can motor along a fine road by 
the brook Kishon at the foot of the 
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mountain, and there, looking up at the 
heights, you can picture the built-up 
altar, the wild crowd of Baal’s prophets 
storming around it, and the brave Eli- 
jah daring them to do their worst, while 
he awaits his time of action. Then, how 
marvelously God does respond to Elijah’s 
prayer! It was at the word of that 
same Lord that Elijah had done all these 
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‘things, in repairing the: altar, and ar- 
‘ranging the wood and the sacrifice, and 


the barrels of water poured. upon it all. 
In answer to his prayer the fire came 
and a great testimony was given to the 
power of God. Do you think the day 
of God’s power has passed? Not a bit of 
it! Can we pray with confidence that 
God will show his power in the hour 
of need? Surely we may, and the results 
will be in his hands. Let us thank him 
day by day that this is so, and as we 
close the service, today, let us bow our 
heads in prayer, thanking him for all 
he is doing for us. 

Franconia, N. H. 

+3 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THe Sun- 
DAY Scuoot Trmes? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Dead Church !”—And he repaired 
the altar (1 Kings 18:30). When I first 
read the subtitle of this lesson I grin- 
ned and said to William H.: “Yes, like 
the most of us!” I just lean back and 
shut my eyes and behold a “brave” man 
cutting a white streak for the land of 
the Juniper Tree. While back yonder is 
the Lady Jezebel crying, “Just wait until 
I can get my hands on the fellow!” (1 
Kings 19: 1-4.) 

So you see, my critical friend, even 
the best of us have our moments !. When 
we studied physics one of the first things 
we learned was that action and reaction 
are equal. And the same thing goes 
in the spiritual world. 

In our lesson we see a truly great man 
in action. In the lesson last week, at- 
tention was called to one of the great 
dramatic episodes of the Bible. 

Here you have a fine example of a 
different great drama. The setting is 
perfect. A high place above the blue sea, 
on which later “a little cloud .. . like 
a man’s hand” made its welcome appear- 
ance. Back of the cliff a country dried 
up and barren. A lean, lank, starved 
multitude backing the priests of Baal 
and nursing a hate for one lone man. 

Behold that one lone man. Talk about 
courage! And nerve! Only able to 
stand there because of his zeal for his 
religion and his trust in the Spirit of 
God. In that trust, like many another 
servant of the Lord since, he could look 
his enemies in the face and give them 
the “Defy.” You know what happened. 
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I want to call your attention to the 
crowd. When the altar was repaired 
and the fire came down and manifested 
the presence of the Lord, how that crowd 
changed its attitude! 

If things religious are not going so 
well where you live—church attend- 
ance poor, support meager, Sunday 
school “skinny” and “poky” — why not 
try repairing the altar and praying down 
the heavenly “fire’? I think if this 
is done the “little cloud ... like a 
man’s hand” will herald “the times of 
refreshing .. . from the presence of the 
Lord” (Acts 3:19). 


God’s Jew.—Let it be known this day 
that thou art God in Israel (v. 36). About 


_ the time we were married, some fifty-five 


years ago, the proper thing in household 
decorations was to have “companion pic- 
tures.” One on the right of the mantel 
or window and the other on the left. 
The picture dealer would take great 
pains in selecting for you “pictures that 
would go together.” 

Those were the days when America 
while “short” on “real art” was “long” 
on “real frames.” The Frenchman 
sneered, “You Americans don’t know 
how to make good pictures.” 

“No,” answered the Yankee, “but, oh, 
boy! you just ought to see our frames!” 

I have one hanging above me as I 
write. It is of gold, red velvet, black 
enamel, and a wonderful arabesque de- 
sign. The frame is about 40 inches by 
40 inches, and houses a lovely picture, 
in color, of an old fellow and a little 
girl, suggesting me and one of my little 
sweethearts. 

If the “companion picture” style ever 
comes back, I have a pair of pictures in 
my mind to hang each side of the desk 
in the Sunday school room. 

One of them is “Moses on Mt.- Sinai,” 
and the other “Elijah on Mt. Carmel.” 
You can hang upon the opposite wall the 
great picture of the Transfiguration, 
where both Moses and Elijah were there 
with the Lord Jesus (Exod. 19:11; Matt. 
17:3). 

There is nothing so important today, 
with wars and rumors of wars, as that 
certain of the European world should 
know that Jehovah is God in Israel. 
Listen! God in Israel is speaking, “I 
will bless them that bless thee, and curse 
him that curseth thee” (Gen. 12:3). 

Take a look at ruined Spain who 
“cursed” Israel and drove Israel out. 
Where are Spain’s rich American posses- 
sions? Take a look at England and Amer- 
ica, who “blessed” Israel. Israel, a lit- 
tle of him, moved back into Palestine. 
Awhile ago THE SunpAy ScHooL TIMES 
was showing us what Israel had done 
and was doing in Palestine. 

I have a friend who has an interest in 
what has been a very profitable busi- 
ness. Said my friend to me, “The men 
who have built up the business and made 
it a success are a Quaker and a Jew.” 
“Yes,” I replied, “that is a team hard to 
beat.” And I added, “I notice you have 
been working along with them, and you 
are a Presbyterian, and that is a team 
still harder to beat!” My friend just 
laughed. 


The Great Spectacle—Then the fire of 
the Lord fell (v. 38). How easy it is 
for God to deal with the matters on this 
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earth he created. When a thunderstorm 
comes down upon our Valley I like to 
sit on my upstairs, partly covered porch 
at the library door and watch the fire 
from heaven playing in the sky. This 
fine display goes on to the crashing Wag- 
nerian accompaniment that rolls across 
the roof of the Great Valley. Dora, our 
colored cook from “Nawth Caroline,” is 
seared stiff and comes trembling in 
where the family is gathered. 

I sit under the projecting roof and en- 
joy the show. “Think you would be 
afraid,” exclaim the frightened ones. 
“Are you-uns skeered?” I laughingly 
ask. “Certainly am!” “Then the trouble 
with you is you don’t have the right 
brand of religion. You had better come 
and join the church I belong to. We 
Calvinists don’t believe we will die until 
our time comes,” is how I laugh at their 
fears. 

But as I sit there and watch the liquid 
gold pouring down over and beyond the 
South Hills I think of this great scene 
on Mt. Carmel. I realize how easily God 
could wipe out those who hate and defy 
him and only use his name to swear 
with. 

Indeed, Peter tells us that when God 
finds it necessary to begin the race over 
again it will not be drowned out, like 
unwanted kittens by water from above. 
God will use fire the next time. 

It will be a wonderful spectacle when 
it happens; but don’t worry, no Christian 
will be there (2 Pet. 3:10-13; 1 Thess. 4: 
16, 17). 5 

It was after the descent of “the fire 
of the Lord” which came to take the 
altar and its sacrifice that the other great 
gift of God to man arrived under the 
leadership of the “cloud . . . like a man’s 
hand.” And later Elijah had his reac- 
tion, and was on his way to the Juniper 
Tree. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Courage Plus. 


Discussion: What are the high chal- 
lenges that come to a fellow today, requir- 
ing the greatest faith and courage? In 
the material world? In the spiritual 
world? 


Objective: Daniel 11:32b. 


AY, fellows, Elijah had that peculiar 
type of courage that characterized 
the stalwarts of the Bible. Moses had 
it; so did Joshua, Gideon, Daniel, Jonn 
the Baptist, Stephen, Paul, and Peter 
(after Pentecost). It is the kind that 
burns the bridges behind; that makes 
no provision for getting back to safety. 
It is the kind that fixes the eye on the 
goal and, if it fails, falls facing the foe. 
It is the kind that trusts God absolutely 
and never brooks doubt for an instant. 
Elijah dared to face the despotic and 
powerful King Ahab and denounce him 
for his wickedness; and in our lesson 
today we see him standing alone against 
the 850 prophets of Baal and the groves 
— yet not alone; and there is the secret 
of his courage. Through his eye of faith, 
Elijah could see God Almighty at his 
right hand attended by the countless 
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hosts of Heaven. -A man like that can 
call down fire from heaven, because 
the Lord honors a faith like Elijah’s, as 
it was exhibited on Mount Carmel that 
wonderful day. i 

You find this type of courage in its 
perfect form in Jesus Christ. Indeed, 
when the Lord Jesus asked the disciples 
who men thought he was, some of them 
answered, “Elias” (Elijah). Others said 
that “one of the old prophets is risen 
again” (Luke 9:18, 19). The Lord Jesus 
must have made an impression of su- 
preme fearlessness upon the people. “He 
stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusa- 
lem” (Luke 9:51), knowing that he 
would be crucified there for the sin of 
the world. 

Fellows, they are the “let-go, let-God” 
men who make the great impact upon 
the world’s heart and conscience. The 
kind who are willing to (and do) cut 
loose from every safety device and stake 
everything they have on the promises 
of God. 

The first impact upon the ether made 
by a radio message is in the spark gap. 
When the electric spark leaps across 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ‘’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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the space between the two poles, there 
is an instant when it is completely de- 
tached; it has left one pole and is tak- 
ing the leap to the other. Right there 
in the gap its message is deposited upon 
the ether, and around the world it goes 
seven times in a second. The messages 
of those men have gone far into human 
lives, making destinies; and have come 
far down the ages to you and me today, 
because they had a courage which could 
leap the gap, turning lcose everything 
before securing a foothold on the other 
side. 

You will find that your life is effective 
just in the degree that you can do that. 
And you can make the leap with perfect 
confidence, for the Lord Jesus has “all 
power . . in heaven and in earth,” 
and he says to you and me “Go!”— 
“And, lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the age.” 

Just “let go, and let God.” 

DuBois, Pa. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Goal.—To inspire the girls with cour- 
age to present Jesus Christ to their asso- 
ciates. . 

Activity.—Use pictures of northern Pal- 
estine, and reports on the rainy and dry 
periods in Palestine. Make a chart on the 
blackboard to represent steps, mounting 
from left to right. Beginning at, the left, 
print on these steps: 

Israel — idolatrous, 
rupt. 

Elijah — consecrated, 
ageous. 

Jehovah — holy, just, loving. 


self-centered, cor- 


concerned, cour- 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Be strong and of a 
good courage; be not afraid, neither be 
thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee withersoever thou goest” (Josh. 
1:9). 











IRLS, never lose sight of the Lord. 
Oh, yes, sometimes you face situa- 
tions in life that seem to be harder than 
you can bear, and you almost go down 
in defeat. However, during any circum- 
stance, you and God are a majority, and 
he is able to carry you through to vic- 
tory. 
ISRAEL 
For three years Israel faced one such 
predicament. Always her annual rainfall 
was small and the yearly dry spell ex- 
tended from April or May into October 
or November. Consequently the autumn 
rain was extremely welcome (Jas. 5:7). 
As the drought of our™lesson dragged 
on, the ground became parched and 
brown; vegetation withered; dust grew 
deep; rivers and springs dried up; and 
animals and people began to suffer. Day 
after day the dry, stifling air and the 
scorching sun made the inhabitants 
shrivel and wilt in despair. Water was 
the great, crying need of thirsty Israel. 
More, though, than they needed water, 
the people needed God, but this fact 
they failed to grasp. Ahab, king of the 
ten separated Hebrew tribes, was the 
most wicked ruler Israel had had (1 
Kings 16:30-33). Jeroboam had blazed 
the trail of sin and idolatry, and as we 
take the roll of kings we notice that all 
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of his successors, like sheep, had trav- 
eled in the same trail. Read the brief, 
startling accounts of Nadab, Baasha, 
Elah, Zimri, Omri, and Ahab in 1 Kings 
15:25, 26, 33; 16:6, 9, 10, 16, 28. 

While the people did not realize their 
need of God, the Lord was fully aware 
of that need, and he put a concern for 
these Israelites into the heart of his serv- 
ant. 

ELIJAH 

The hero of our lesson, one of the 
most dramatic characters in the Book, 
was intimate with the heavenly Father. 
Alone, or in a crowd; during periods of 
depression, or when the Lord was mirac- 
ulously supplying his individual need, 
Elijah continued to keep eternal values 
within his range of vision, and always he 
found God adequate. His position as in- 
tercessor might be indicated by our 
chart. An intercessor is one who seeks 
to reconcile those who differ, and Israel 
had chosen to differ from God. 

He who created the heavens and the 
earth, and who sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust had sent Elijah to 


King Ahab to predict the spell of, 


drought: “As the Lord God of Israel 
liveth, before whom I stand,” the prophet 
had declared, “there shall not be dew 
nor rain these years, but according to 
my word.” Dew, you remember, was 
God’s first system of irrigation (Gen. 2: 
5, 6, 10). 

Then, while Israel suffered, the Lord 
cared for Elijah until he would be ready 
for him again. At last came the psy- 
chological moment for Elijah’s reappear- 
ance (1 Kings 18:17-20). His suggestion 
to King Ahab of a contest between the 
Lord God and the priests of Baal, who 
were established in Israel by Queen 
Jezebel, sounded fair. The situation was 
tense, and Ahab knew that something 
must speedily be done. 

Various girls may picture these scenes. 
1. Elijah’s challenge (v. 21). 2. Prece- 
dence given to priests of Baal (vs. 22- 
28). 3. Failure of Baalism (v. 29). 4. The 
Lord’s altar prepared (vs. 30-35). 5. Eli- 
jah’s prayer (vs. 36, 37). 6. God’s re- 
sponse (vs. 38, 39). 

JEHOVAH 

Baalism was one of the most corrupt 
and immoral of all religions. The He- 
brew religion, on the other hand, was 
based upon the purity, justice, and love 
of the heavenly Father. Heathen gods, 
like men, were wicked. Only a living 
and holy God could ever have revealed 
the naturally unfathomable contrast be- 
tween himself and sinning mankind. On 
this occasion rain was the blessing which 
the people sought, yet before blessing 
could come, the people must recognize 
the sovereignty of their Creator. 

The fire that consumed Elijah’s eve- 
ning offering indicated God’s willingness 
to accept the sacrificed bullock, just as 
he later accepted Christ who died for 
our sins on Calvary and rose again. 

Have you ever waited in the darkness 
of Yosemite Valley, California, for the 
fire fall from Glacier Point? A bonfire 
is built on the ledge of that great rock, 
and when all is ready, a voice from the 
valley pierces the stillness: ‘“Le-et the 
fi-ire fa-all!” Over the precipice the 
fire is shoved; and, silhouetted against 
intense blackness, tumbles the enormous 
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mass of flames, to dash at last into a 
bed of rocks three thousand feet below. 
It is a breath-taking sight. 

But imagine, if you will, that evening 
on Mt. Carmel where the bruised and 
defeated priests of Baal waited while 
Elijah prayed: “That this people may 
know that thou art the Lord God, and 
that thou hast turned their heart back 
again.” As the crowd lifted their eyes 
toward heaven, down fell “the fire of 
the Lord .. . and consymed the burnt- 
sacrifice.” “When all e people saw 
it,’ they worshiped their Redeemer. 
Their heart had turned back to God. 
At last could come the blessing of re- 
freshing, fruit-producing rain (Psa. 63: 
1-3; 68:8, 9). 

Why was Elijah a courageous witness 
for Jehovah? Because Elijah trusted in 
God, the Source of courage, there was 
no period of drought in his heart (Jer. 
17: 7, 8; John 4:14; 7:37, 38). 

Next week we shall study Elijah’s 
successor, Elisha, who helped the Israel- 
ites by many deeds of practical kindness. 


During the week (NE 
aD 
ae \ 






21. Learn Acts 1 
ALPAUGH, CALIF. 





For Primary Teg¢hers 1939 


By Ethel S. Low 
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How the Lesson i e 

This month we REO WMA 
put in our gallery of Jewish heroes, so 
dress them a bit differently from the 
kings. Put a crown on the kings, or some 
other distinguishing mark. Elijah is the 
first of these prophets. 














UR lesson today is one of the most 

thrilling things in all the Bible, one 
of the most thrilling things that ever 
happened anywhere. Elijah was the 
prophet of the Lord God, and there were 
four hundred and fifty prophets of: the 
idol Baal. These wicked prophets were 
only a part of the men who were fed 
by the wicked Queen Jezebel, and who 
served her heathen god. One day Eli- 
jah sent a message to the king and told 
him to gather all these prophets of Baal 
and four hundred more wicked prophets 
to Mt. Carmel, and there they would 
show the people who was God. 

So all these prophets came, and Elijah 
said to them, “You take one bullock and 
cut it up and put it on an altar, but put 
no fire under it, and then call on your 
god to send fire. I will do the same. 
and the god that answers by fire. let 
him be our God.” The people agreed to 
this, and Elijah told the prophets to pre- 
pare their sacrifice first, as they were 
many. 

So they prepared their bullock, and 
called upon Baal from morning until 
noon, but there was no answer. At noon, 
Elijah mocked them. He said, “Cry 
aloud: for he is a god; maybe he is talk- 
ing, or he is on a journey, or he may 
be asleep.” And they cried aloud and 
cut themselves with knives and lances, 
but there was no answer, though they 
kept it up until evening. 

Then Elijah told the people to come 
near, and he built up the altar of the 
Lord that had been broken down, and 
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after he had put twelve stones together 
for the altar, he dug a deep ditch around 
the altar. He put the wood in order and 
the sacrifice on the wood, and then said, 
“Fill four barrels with water, and pour 
it on the burnt-sacrifice, and on the 
wood.” When they had done that, he 
told them to do it a second time, and a 
third time, and they did it. The water 
ran around the altar, and he filled the 
ditch with water. No man could have 
made it burn after all that soaking with 
water. & 

But then Elijah prayed, and he asked 
God to show the Children of Israel that 
he was God, and that Elijah was his 
servant. And God answered by fire. The 
fire of the Lord came down and burned 
the sacrifice, and the wood, and the 
stones, and the dust, and licked up the 
water that was in the ditch. 

Nobody had ever seen such a thing 
happen, because only God could send 
fire that would burn water and stones; 
and when the people saw it, they fell 
on their faces and cried out, “The Lord, 
he is the God; the Lord, he is the 
God.” 

Then Elijah told them to take the 
wicked prophets of Baal, and not let one 
of them escape, and they did it, and Eli- 
jah killed them, as God had commanded 
him. And wicked Queen Jezebel, when 
she heard what had happened to her 
prophets, said she would kill Elijah, but 
God took care of him, and saved his 
life. 

Elijah was one of the great heroes 
of the Old Testament. How many peo- 
ple do you know that would stand 
against eight hundred and fifty men who 
hated them? But Elijah trusted God, 
and knew God would answer his prayer, 
because he was obeying God, and God 
had promised. If we are God’s children, 
we have his promises, and we can trust 
him, and know he will answer when we 
pray. Of course if we are not God’s chil- 
dren, we have no right to ask him any- 
thing. We are his children if we be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ as our 
Saviour. Then we can really say our 
Memory Verse, and depend on it. Let’s 
all print it. “The Lord will hear when 
I call unto-him” (Psa, 4:3). 

Mopesto, CALIF. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 495) 


1. In the reign of Ahab, when idolatry 
was widespread. 

2. To the fact that he was mighty in 
prayer. 

3. That there would be neither dew nor 
rain for three years except according to his 
word. 

4. He sought to find him and slay him. 


5. By the brook Cedron and later in the 
home of a poor widow at Zarephath. 

6. To Obadiah, a godly man, but a serv- 
ant to king Ahab. 

7. That the priests of Baal should meet 
him on Mount Carmel and call upon their 
gods, and he upon the Lord, to manifest 
themselves by fire. 

8. He demanded that they choose definitely 
to serve either Baal or Jehovah. 

9. The priests of Baal were discomfited, 
Jehovah manifested his power, and many in 
Israel turned ‘to. him. 

10. Elijah prayed earnestly and in re- 
sponse there came rain in abundance. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











August 13. What Can We Do about Intemper- 
ance? Prov. 23:29-35. 





Sunday, August 6 


Beauty as an Aid to Worship 
(Rev. 21:10-27) 





Mon.—“The beauty of holiness” (1 Chron. 
16:27-30). ' 

Tues.—The beauty of peace (Psa. 122). 

Wed.—The beauty of music (Psa. 150). 

Thurs.—The beauty of humble service 
(Matt. 20:25-28). 

Fri.—A lake-side experience (Luke 5:1-9). 

Sat.—A mountain-top experience (Mark 
9:2-8). 











STORY is told of some monks in 

France, who were beloved for their 
loving sympathy, kind deeds, and devo- 
tion to Christ. But not one of these 
men could sing. Try as they would, 
the music in their services was a fail- 
ure, and it became a great grief to- them 
that only in their hearts could they 
“make melody to the Lord.” One day, 
a traveling monk, a great singer, asked 
for entertainment. Great was their joy, 
for now they could have him sing for 
their services, and they planned to keep 
him with them a long time. 

But that night an angel came to the 
abbot in a dream. “Why was there no 
music in your chapel tonight? We al- 
ways listen for the beautiful music that 
rises from your services.” 

“You must be mistaken!” cried the 
abbot. “Usually we have no music 
worth hearing; but, tonight, we had a 
trained singer with a wonderful voice, 
and he sang the service for us. For 
the first time in all these years our 
music was beautiful.” 

The angel smiled. “Yet up in Heaven 
we heard nothing,” he said softly. 

ve 


Let us not misunderstand this little 
parable. Its teaching is not that the 
beautiful is unacceptable to God. Not 
at all! But rather that mere beauty, 
according to man’s senses, is not enough. 
“Man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart.” 
There are many sincere Christians who 
believe that beautiful music and beau- 
tiful surroundings and a dignified beau- 
tiful service are aids in turning the 
thoughts toward God. The danger of 
too much emphasis on such means of 
worship lies in the fact that it is pos- 
sible for some to become so enamored 
with the beauty of the music and the 
surroundings that they fail to find the 
One to whom these are intended to lead. 

God’s Word calJs us to “worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness” (1 
Chron. 16:29), and you will remember 
that the Lord Jesus said to the woman 
by the well of Samaria, “God is a 
Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth” 
(John 4:24). Without hearts made beau+ 
tiful by the cleansing power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we cannot truly wor- 





ship God, no matter how beautiful may’ 
be the setting in which we worship; or 
how inspiring the music, or how noble 
the words we use. 

+ 4 

On the other hand, it is not right to 
suppose that there is any virtue in ugli- 
ness. Like the monks in the fable we 
may not have beautiful voices, but that 
does not excuse us for making the best 
possible use of what we have. Our sing- 
ing and instrumental music in our wor- 
ship may be simple and yet melodious 
and dignified. It is unthinkable that 
the choirs of heavenly angels sing care- 
lessly or discordantly. 

Likewise, the place in which we wor- 
ship may not be elaborate, but, if it 
has the beauty of cleanliness and seem- 
liness, that is wholly acceptable to God. 
Indeed, there is a singular appropri- 
ateness in simplicity for the Christian. 
As long as there are millions who have 
never heard the Good News of what 
Christ has done for them, it is difficult 
to understand how some can reconcile 
the spending of huge sums of money 
for beautiful buildings, costly organs, 
expensive. paintings, or elaborate music. 

It is true that, under the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation, great emphasis was 
placed upon the fashioning of the priest’s 
robe and the hangings of the Taber- 
nacle, and the adornment of the Temple. 
In those days God had designated a 
definite place where his Shekinah glory 
was manifested. But in these days, the 
only temple that God has specifically 
named as his dwelling place is the hu- 
man heart. “Know ye not that ye are 
the temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16.) 
Let us see to it, then, that our first 
concern shall be that these temples of 
his shall be pure and clean and fit for 
his use, through the cleansing that he 
provides (1 John 1:9). 

se 

It is well for us also to recognize that 
there is a false, or counterfeit beauty. 
Satan, who was once “perfect in beauty” 
(Ezek. 27:3; 28:12), and who fell, when 
his heart was lifted up because of his 
beauty (Ezek. 28:17), sometimes today 
appears as an angel of light (2 Cor. 11: 
14). Satan is able also to make false 
worship appear beautiful. Both Unity 
and Christian Science have much to say 
about worshiping God through beautiful 
thoughts, but let us not be deceived by 
such false beauty, which can never lead 
to true worship. Only that which is in 
accord with God’s Word can lead to him. 

ve 

There is a sense in which we might 
reverse the topic of our prayer meet- 
ing this week, and read it, “Worship 
as an Aid to Beauty,” or rather to the 
appreciation of beauty. Do you remem- 
ber a hymn written by the Rev. Wade 
Robinson, the second stanza of which 
reads, 

Heaven above is softer blue, 
Earth around is sweeter green ! 
Something lives in every hue 
Christless eyes have never seen: 
Birds with gladder song o’erflow, 
Flowers with deeper beauty shine, 


Since I know, as now I know, 
I am His, and He is mine. 


Thus it is, that as we worship God in 


the great out-of-doors, as many of us 
will do this summer, at conferences, 
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Lesson for August 6 


camp meetings, or while vacationing, 
we may see beauties that can never be 
fully appreciated by those who do not 
know our Lord and love and serve him. 
As we see on every hand, therefore, 
the beautiful evidences of our heavenly 
Father’s love and care, let us lift our 
hearts in thanksgiving and worship to 
the One who one day we shall seé “in 
his beauty” (Isa. 33:17), and who, al- 
though as yet unseen, we love. 
PHILADELPHIA. 


ys 
“A Sower Went Forth to Sow” 


(Continued from page 493) 


“Watch ye therefore: for ye know not 
when the master of the house cometh, 
at even, or at midnight, or at the cock- 
crowing, or in the morning” (Mark 13: 
35). 

There afe four watches in the long 
night between the first and second com- 
ing of Christ, four eras perhaps, corre- 
sponding to the four areas of the sowing. 
The primitive Church in the Roman Em- 
pire was the church entering on the 
evening darkness of the ten persecutions. 
The midnight of Mohammedanism ex- 
tinguished the Church in Bible lands, in 
Syria, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Egypt, 
North Africa, Asia Minor, the Balkans. 
The cockcrowing is only mentioned in 
Mark, Peter’s Gospel. Medieval Cath- 
olicism, headed by its pseudo-Peter, was 
an avowed follower of Christ, but its 
history was one long betrayal of the 
Lord. “The morning” is proi, the night- 
time just before sunrise, the time of the 
bright and (proinos) Morning Star, the 
era that closes in Christ’s reappearing. 





Children at Home 








Killdeer’s Nest 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


T WAS an April afternoon, s6ft and 

warm and hazy, full of killdeer cries 
and bluebird notes and the silvery, 
fluted calls of field sparrows. Now and 
then we heard the lonely, faraway seek- 
ing call of the tufted titmouse, “Peto, 
peto, peto,” and the liquid whistle of the 
cardinal. 

We met a flock of starlings creaking 
and calling from the leafless branches of 
an old apple tree. Then a sparrow hawk 
hovered with beating wings above a 
field and a little later we came across 
a magnificent red-tailed hawk perched 
in a low pine tree, who showed his 
broad brown-red tail as he flew. There 
were vultures in the sky with their 
fringed upturned wings and a meadow 
lark, with a black shield on his yellow 
breast, sat on a fence post, and there 
were flocks of robins and red-winged 
blackbirds. 

Among the latter we heard high- 
pitched split notes sounding something 
like the call of that little frog, the spring 
peeper or hyla, and we recognized a 
pair of rusty blackbirds with white eyes. 
Their short tails distinguished them from 
the grackles, their lack of crimson epau- 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


lets from the red-winged blackbirds, and 
their notes from any other bird on earth. 

We followed the.towpath of an old, 
old canal that, in the sixties, was used 
to carry millions of tons of coal for 
some seventy miles. The locks were 
made of squared blocks of Hummeltown 
sandstone, the same from which the 
brownstone palaces were built in New 
York City during the seventies and 
eighties. 

The.old canal and its locks stood ruin- 
ous and abandoned to the birds and 
flowers, which nest and bloom along its 
banks. . Following it we came at last 
to a sloping bank at the foot of a lime- 
stone cliff. There grew a vast bed of 
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SISTER ABIGAIL 


(Abigail Townsend Luffe) 
Passed peacefully into the peospos ot 
her Lord wee 30 2939. e ‘* being 
dead yet s keth.’ wh. the New 
Edition of her Biography, *‘ Sister 
Abigail.’’ $1.10 postpaid, with so 
tracts free. 
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One of the best treatments of the believer's 
security, with a clear refutation of the objec- 
tions advanced. A booklet of 40 pages, having 
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Virginia cowslip or Mertensia, some- 
times miscalled bluebells. The plants 
were some nine inches high, with fleshy, 
oval leaves and parti-colored blossoms 
at the end of their stems. Each flower 
was a perfect chalice of cloudy blue, 
with clusters of pastel pink buds, while 
some of them showed a blue blossom 
with a pink stem. On the bank above 
them was a thicket of spicebush cov- 
ered with golden flowers, which bloom 
long before the Icaves come out, against 
the black of the brittle, fragrant 
branches. 

Among the cowslips we found pearl- 
white Dutchman’s-breeches, blue gill- 
go-by-the-ground, and clusters of white 
toothwort, but none of them could com- 
pare with the beauty of that blossoming 
bed of Mertensia. 

The distant hills were a dim violet 
as we started for home and the pear 
and cherry trees were all a-blow. Across 
the wide downs we heard the soft, bub- 
bling whistle of upland plover and once 


Cry from the Borders of Russia 


The clouds of war are hanging over Europe, and Christian leaders are appealing to the Russian 
Gospel Association for financial help that they might engage immediately more Russian and 
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suffering Christians who are helpers to the missionaries. Your earnest prayers and gifis will be 
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of winning souls, Investigate. 
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down from the sky came the song of 
that skylark, the prairie horned lark, 
which had been nesting on the downs 
ever since March. 

On the way home we passed a rocky 
hillside covered with scanty, curled 
grass. Close beside a rock in a little 
depression in the ground we found a 
killdeer’s nest with three eggs, black 
and ochre yellow. As we approached 
it, the bird showed white against the 
gray rock and left the nest when we 
were about fifty yards away. She pat- 
tered through the short grass as a robin 
twinkles across a lawn, showing two 
black rings around her snowy neck. As 
we came near the nest she sprawled 
flat on the ground, beating her wings 
feebly and with her salmon colored fan- 
like tail spread out she looked like some 
great moth fluttering and helpless. Again 
and again she went through the same 
procedure and allowed us to come within 
six feet of her, hoping to toll us away 
from the nest. 

Hardly had we left it when she was 
back on it again, once more brooding 
her dear-loved eggs. 

As we started for home the sun went 
down behind a line of dark green pines, 
a vast bowl of flaming gold, whose glory 
the black tree trunks vainly tried to_bar 
out. Then from a mass of dull gold and 
dusky violet clouds the evening star 
gleamed in the afterglow like some great 
jewel. 


HAVERFORD, PA. 
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Wade C. Smith's Engagements 


EADERS of THE SunpAy SCHOOL 
Times, and their friends, who live 
in or near the following towns will have 
a good opportunity during the next few 
months to hear Wade C. Smith, writer 
of “Say, Fellows, —” and designer of the 
Little Jefts. 
July 25-29.—East 
Bloomington, Il. 
July 31 to Aug. 12.—Watoga Park, Seebert, 
W. Va. 
Aug. 17 to Sept. 15.—1525 Sherman Street, 
Denver, Colo. 
Sept. 17-24.—First United Presbyterian 
Church, North Bend, Nebr. 
Sept. 27 to Oct. 8.—Powderhorn Park Bap- 
tist Church, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Oct. 9-12.—Presbyterian Church, Wahkon, 
Minn. : 
Oct. 15-26.—Church of the Crusaders, Toronto, 
Can. 
Oct. 29 to Nov. 
Church, Dunmore, Pa. 
Nov. 19-29.—Baptist 
Churches, Albany, Ga. 
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Bay Bible Conference, 


12.—First Presbyterian 


and Presbyterian 


New Testaments for 
Jews in Europe 


N RESPONSE to the urgent need for 

spreading New Testaments among the 
Jewish people in Europe, Mr. and Mrs. 
George T. B. Davis of The Million Tes- 
taments Campaigns (1505 Race St., Phila- 
delphia) are spending several weeks 
over there this summer, co-operating in 
the work. They are laying plans and 
enlisting workers for the distribution of 
New Testaments in various languages 
among the Jews of Europe, as speedily 
as possible, 
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Mr, and Mrs. Davis will greatly appre- 
ciate the prayers of Tres readers for 
the Lord’s guidance and protection and 
blessing throughout the journey; and 
that suitable Yiddish, German, and other 
New Testaments may be secured and 
used in the work; and that multitudes 
of Jewish people may be born again 
through the careful and prayerful dis- 
tribution of the New Testaments by con- 
secrated Christian workers. “Finally, 
brethren, pray for us, that the word of 
the Lord may have free course, and be 
glorified, even as it is with you: and that 
we may be delivered from unreasonable 
and wicked men: for all men have not 
faith” (2 Thess, 3:1, 2). 





With the New Books 


The Ancestry of Our English Bible. 
Ninth Revised Edition. By Ira M. Price. 
(Harper and Bros. New York City, 
$2.50.) Next to the mastery of the Bible 
itself is the blessing of knowing about it. 
Why do we speak of the King James and 
the Revised Versions of the English 
Bible? How are they related: how were 
they produced? What is their depend- 
ence upon the work of that trio of Eng- 
lish Bible translators who preceded them: 
Wycliffe, Tyndale, Coverdale? What 
part did vacillating Henry VIII, stalwart 
Edward VI, murderous Mary Tudor, 
godly Elizabeth, and the theologically 
minded James I play in it all? What 
farmers dreamed; what poets sang; what 
abbots, monks, priests, and _ scholars 
wrested snatches of English translation 
from the Latin Bible before Wycliffe 
snapped the last Roman fetters and gave 
us our first English Bible? Why was the 
Tyndale Bible so much more valuable 
than Wycliffe’s? And the Great Bible, 
the Matthew Bible, the Geneva Bible, 
the Bishops’ Bible,—why were they 
really the Tyndale Bible? 

Then, too, what about the Hebrew and 
Greek original texts that Tyndale trans- 
lated? How do they differ from the 
Latin text that Wycliffe used, and from 
the original text that lies behind our 
King James and Revised Versions? Was 
it necessary to study minutely the Sep- 
tuagint, Vulgate, Syriac, and other trans- 
lations of the Bible to arrive at the best 
original text? As to the Septuagint: 
what was it? 

The romance behind these questions, 
and hundreds more, enlivens the pages 
of Dr. Price’s unusual book tracing the 
ancestry of our English Bible. It is 
now in its thirty-second year of service, 
in a ninth, revised edition. The dis- 
tinctly new material is conveniently 
placed at the close of given chapters. 
In one instance it comprises a wholly 
new chapter (XXVI), and a rather dis- 
appointing one. In discussing there, 
among others, such recent and modern 
speech translations as Weymouth, Mof- 
fatt, the Shorter Bible, and others, Dr. 
Price should be more discriminating and 
informing. The last edition of Wey- 
mouth, for example, differs regrettably 
from former editions, not only in im- 
portant footnotes but in the text. Fur- 
ther, Moffatt’s adoption of Von Soden’s 
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Greek New Testament text makes Joseph 
the father of Jesus. One must take 
large liberty with the Massoretes to make 
Genesis read: “In the beginning, when 
God was creating the heavens and the 
earth, and the earth was without form 


and void, God said ... ”—this changes 
special creation into evolutionary ori- 
gins. 

Illustrations, diagrams, chronological 


table, personal and topical index, and 
bibliography add to the value of the 
volume. It is a treasury of knowledge 
about the English Bible both as to its 
present form and its ancient background. 


The World’s Great Religious Poetry. 
Compiled by Caroline Miles Hill, Ph.D. 
(Macmillan Co., New York City, $1.69.) 
An anthology which includes over 700 
poems, all of them purporting to spring 
from man’s search after God, cannot 
but make a valuable contribution to 
any reference library; especially when, 
as in this case, the compiler furnishes 
three indices: Titles, Authors, and First 
Lines. Each of the book’s twelve topi- 
cal divisions -contains such masterpieces 
as Thompson’s “Hound of Heaven,” 
Browning’s “Saul,” and many of the 
Psalms. But it seems strange to have 
Watts, Heber, Havergal, and Adelaide 
Proctor marshaled alongside of Cale 
Young Rice, Amy Lowell, Carl Sand- 
berg, and Sam Walter Foss. One ex- 
pects to find, in such an indiscriminate 
collection, the Vedas, the Rubaiyat of 
Omar Khayyam, and the ubiquitous 
“Some call it evolution, and others call 
it God”; but it gives something of a 
shock to read of “Comrade Jesus,” and: 
“Let me have done with the God outside 

Who watched with preference and 

answered prayer.” 

The lover of Christ would like to scrap 
such blasphemies, along with all other 
poems—and their name seems to be 
legion — which profess to find God in 
nature, in pious deeds, or in man himself, 
and would be glad to rest the eyes of 
his soul on such couplets as shine from 
“The Inner Light,” by Myers: 
“Whoso hath felt the Spirit of the Highest 

Cannot confound nor doubt Him nor 

deny: 
Yea, with one voice, O world, though thou 
deniest, 
= on that side, for on this am 


Shadowing Wing. By Wynema Ather- 
ton. (Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $1.) Is it true that 
God orders our lives? Sharon doubted 
it. How could a Father of love be the 
author of such agony as had come to 
her on that terrible day, her wedding 
day, when she had turned from the mir- 
rored reflection of white satin and lace 
to read that fateful letter and had 
learned that her Duane was already 
married to another! But Edan Brandon 
assures her that it was all permitted for 
a purpose. Then he presents Christ, not 
once but many times. Sharon hears the 
call but rejects it until that awful night 
of the hurricane and the broken levee. 
Then she finds God, as later Edan finds 
and rescues her. 

This sweet romance is painted upon an 
unusually vivid. background of the hill 
people of the South with their fierce loy- 
alty, their poverty, and need. For Edan 
is a lawyér as well as a Christian, and 
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Lesson for August 6 


well does he champion the cause of the 
oppressed. Success comes to him at last, 
but at the cost of misunderstanding and 
political loss. All this, however, turns 
out to be but another of “His appoint- 
ments” for those concerned. 


“In the Twinkling of an Eye.” By 
J. T. Bougher. (Fundamental Truth Pub- 
lishers, Findlay, Ohio, 15 cents.) Men 
are quick to agree that these are un- 
usual days in which we live, and they 
confess that they do not know what lies 
ahead. The student of God’s Word sees 
a light at the end of the tunnel. Just 
what is ahead has been told in Scrip- 
ture, and a Bible lover has followed a 
most useful and effective plan in com- 
piling the leading passages under dif- 
ferent subjects. The headings both 
guide and explain, but the twenty-four 
pages are mostly quotations from the 
Bible. There is a page summarizing the 
“Closing Days of This Present Evil Age 
According to the Word of God,” and 
there are pages with the text printed 
out in full on the principal lines of 
prophecy. There are chapters on eter- 
nity, and the eternal purpose of God. 
There are valuable studies on “What the 
World Offers” and “What God Offers 
Through Christ,” and the true way of 
salvation is made very plain. Attractively 
arranged and printed, this pamphlet is 
just the thing to put into the hands of 
that newly awakened soul, or the puz- 
zled and troubled believer or unbe- 
liever. 


The Jew, The Gentile, and The Church 
of God. By John Hess McComb, D.D. 
(Broadway Publishing Co., 601 W. One 
Hundred and Fourteenth St., New York, 
50 cents.) If these be days when the 
fig tree is beginning to bud and the end 
of the age is drawing near, then what 
study could be more profitable and im- 
portant than that which relates to God’s 
dealing with the three classes of people 
mentioned in the title? Dr. McComb be- 
gins by showing first who the Jew is 
and what has been the purpose of God 


_in choosing him, also the significance of 


his return to the Holy Land, and the 
actual size and remarkable resources of 
that country. Next, the reader learns 
the cause for continued wars throughout 
the world and the part that Gentiles 
play in the making of history. But most 
important of all is the explanation con- 
cerning the Church,— what Christ died 
to do for her, what he is now accom- 
plishing in her, what he will ultimately 
bring to pass through her, and her four- 
fold obligation to him as Saviour and 
Lord. The subject is treated with un- 
usual simplicity, while the clear print 
and black-faced paragraph headings are 
a welcome aid to the reader. 


The Remarkable Jew. By L. Sale- 
Harrison. (Loizeaux Bros., 19 W. Twen- 
ty-first St. New York City, $1.) “When 
these things begin to gome to pass, then 
look up, and lift up your heads —” This 
is our reason for considering God’s bar- 
ometer, the Jew. This detailed account 
of fulfillments includes a brief history 
of the Jew, the miracle of his world- 
wide dispersion, the cause and extent of 
the desolation in Palestine, many star- 
tling anniversaries and their significance, 
the World War, Zionism and its cdm- 
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plexities, and Palestinian progress along 
varied lines. 

Dr. Sale-Harrison has visited the Holy 
Land frequently and has given much 
time to research work, especially that 
regarding the “latter rain” prophesied 
by Joel. Jerusalem alone showed a rate 
of rain increase of over 200 per cent 
within seven years, while the records 
of other cities yielded without. exception 
the same kind of tabulation. Scientists 
have also discovered an east-to-west rift 
in the Mount of Olives which presages an 
earthquake in the near future, while 
the Dead Sea holds enough fertilizer 
to make all that desert land to “blossom 
as the rose” straight through to the Eu- 
phrates. These and many other signifi- 
cant facts herein related cannot but 
warn the unbeliever and assure the 
Christian that the end times are at hand. 
The book is now in its eleventh edition. 


Legal Aspects of Christian Science. By 
I. H. Rubenstein. (Crandon Press, Chi- 
cago, $1.) Not long ago in a Southern 
State a Christian Scientist was expelled 
for obscure reasons from a railway coach. 
Shortly afterward her husband brought 
suit to recover damages for personal in- 
juries and mental suffering. At the 
trial, defendant’s counsel .launched a 
cross-examination to prove that as a 
Christian Scientist the plaintiff was in- 
capable of sustaining physical injury and 
mental suffering. Although the trial 
judge sustained objection to the cross- 
examination and a judgment was 
awarded, on appeal the judgment was 
reversed. The court declared: “If she 
has such control of her feelings, or 
thought she had, as to render her insen- 
sible to pain when she willed to be, we 
see no reason why that circumstance 
should not have been considered by the 
jury in determining the extent of her 
suffering and the compensation to be 
made on account of it.” ... Thus the 
author shows by illustration that a 
Christian Scientist in at least one case 
could not recover damages for personal 
injuries or mental suffering; that Chris- 
tian Scientists are disqualified as jurors; 
that being a Christian Scientist is 
grounds for divorce; that “where an in- 
fant child is suffering from some infec- 
tious or contagious disease or serious ail- 
ment or injury, and his parent, a Chris- 
tian Scientist, calls in a practitioner to 
give Christian Science treatments to the 
child who dies as a result of the lack 
of medical care, such a parent, under a 
statute requiring a parent to furnish 
necessaries to his infant children, can be 
convicted of manslaughter.” An inter- 
esting book, but rather expensive at a 
dollar for thirty-three pages. 


Studies in First and Second Kings and 
First and Second Chronicles. Arranged 
by Grace Saxe. (Bible Institute Colport- 
age Association, 843 N. Wells St., Chi- 
cago, 35 cents.) Here is a valuable aid 
in the study of the present quarter’s 
Sunday school lessons. There are twen- 
ty-three lessons, each followed by a set 
of thought-provoking questions. The 
author would have her readers search 
the Scriptures for themselves. Compari- 
sons and contrasts are made between 
Kings and Chronicles. There are nu- 
merous quotations from Campbell Mor- 
gan, A. C. Gaebelein, James M. Gray, 
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C. I. Scofield, and other well-known 
Bible teachers. A number of simple 
maps and charts, which can be repro- 
duced by the teacher on an enlarged 
scale, will be a great aid in putting the 
teaching before a class. If the directions 
of this book are faithfully carried out, 
the student will gain a large fund of 
valuable information about the history 
of Israel and Judah. 


A Life Worth Living: Nellie Botham 
of North China. By Her Daughter. (Mar- 
shall, Morgan and Scott, Ltd., London; 
or Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 50 cents.) What makes 
a life worth living? The poet replies: 

“Only one life — ’twill soon be past, 

Only what’s done for Christ will last.” 
Judged by this standard, Nellie Botham’s 
life was indeed a worth-while one. She 
went to China in 1884, and she went to 
Heaven in 1934. Her work was mainly 
among women and children, and her 
particular interest was in Chinese Mos- 
lems, for whose evangelization she longed. 
Her life as a missionary was one of 
physical hardship and suffering, but one 
of spiritual joy and peace and victory. 
The reading of this book would be good 
for any Christian, but especially for 
young Christians whose faces are set 
toward the mission field. 
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SENTIMENT GREETING FOLDERS 4S5%7S 


$1.00—60c Christmas and 60¢ All-Purpose boxes ad ba 
$1.00 prepaid, or ask for returnable samples. Necklaces, 
Calendars, Lockets, Crosses; big melts crecit, premiums 


County managers wanted. -» Millmont, Pa. 1 





When answering advertisements, will 
you please mention The Sunday School 
Times? 


“Into the Clouds” 


An amazing new book by Dr. A. I. Brown, 
treating in a masterful manner such subjects as : 
The Times of the Gentiles, 
Matthew 24, War Mad- 
ness, Distress of Nations, 
Communism, Naziism, 
Fascism, Palestine and the 
Jew, The Falling Away, 
The Breakdown of Democ- 
racy, The Days of Noah, 
The Great Tribulation, 
World Signs, etc., etc. 12 
chapters, 220 pages. Cloth, 
only $1.00, postpaid in U.S. 
Add toc if foreign. 


Fundamental Truth Publishers, Findlay, Ohio 
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The New Address of the 
Children’s Bible Mission 


N THE Tmes of June 10 the old ad- 

dress of the Children’s Bible Mission 
was given instead of the present one, 
which is 2562 First Avenue North, St. 
Petersburg, Fla. M. E. Jensen, who was 
named as treasurer, had resigned on ac- 
count of ill health. The present treasurer 
is E. R. Kellog. As formerly, the travel- 
ing secretary is G. A. Field, 1229 Birch 
Street, Dearborn, Mich. 


Testimonies from 
Prominent Business Men 


N UNUSUALLY attractive booklet 

entitled “14 Prominent Business Men 
Look at Life” has recently been issued 
by the Scripture Distribution Society of 
Wheaton College. The cover is artis- 
tically done in two shades of blue, and 
the headings and marginal designs in- 
side are in red, while the text is in clear, 
black modern type. It is indeed, as the 
Society says, “a message to men of every 
class.” Christians are urged to “give 
them to your banker, lawyer, merchant, 
and insurance man; give them to your 
coal man, ice man, plumber.” The six- 
teen-page leaflet is just the sort to at- 
tract attention, and will be acceptable 
among business men of all classes. 
Among those whose testimonies are 
given are J. F. Strombeck, Moline, II1.; 
Charles L. Huston, Coatesville, Pa.; 
Charles E..Gremmels, Morristown, N. J.; 
Erling C. Olsen, New York City; Henry 
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MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Prepares You for Effective 
Christian Service 


That’s the important question in your life. For 
the real joy -of Christian living comes from leading 
a soul to Christ. You can gain power and the — 
to bear an effective testimony through Christ 
training at Moody Bible Tnstitute. Bible yo a 
scriptural interpretations and other vital and in- 
teresting subjects are an important part of your 
study—but above all comes their application in 
opening to others the way to Christ. 


RADIO BROADCASTING 
A new course offered for the first time this fall 
with station W-M-B-I as experimental laboratory 
-—the only instruction in Christian broadcasting 
available anywhere. 
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P. Crowell, Chicago; Philip A. Benson, 
New York City; and R. G. LeTourneau, 
Peoria, Ill. Each of the fourteen men, 
in his own way, gives a strong testimony 
concerning his faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as his personal Saviour. 

The booklet may be had at 35 cents a 
dozen, $1 for forty, or $2.50 for 100 from 
the Scripture Distribution Society. 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Il. 





For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


July 31 to August 6 


Mon.—1 Kings 17:1-5. Elijah before Ahab. 

PRAYER SuccEsTiIons: “According to my 
word.” Elijah’s boldness was based upon 
his God-granted authority. Courage to 
face Israel’s most wicked sovereign came 
from being much with God. Fear of 
man is impossible with real reverence 
for God. Reliance upon God makes one 
independent of human opinions. God’s 
grace is stronger than even the opposition 
of Satan. When we live according to 
God’s Word we shall be able to say “ac- 
cording to my word.” Pray for York 
Beach Bible Conference, York Beach, 
Maine. 


Tues.—1 Kings 18:17-21. 
Courage to Challenge Evil. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have for- 
saken the commandments of the Lord.” 
The bad are always fearful. The right- 
eous are bolder than a lion. When a good 
man in the courage of Christ challenges 
evil he is irresistible. “The wicked flee 
when no man pursueth” but some one 
has added: “They make better time 
when some one is after them.” Noble 
Christian living and high courage go to- 
gether. Pray for Odosagih Bible Con- 
ference, Machias, N. Y. 


Wed.—1 Kings 18:30-35. Repairing the Altar. 
PRAYER SuccesTions: “The altar of the 
Lord . . . was broken down.” Despair 
is foreign to Christianity. It is unrea- 
sonable in view of the pledged grace of 
God in Christ. Evils prevail; but God 
is able to give his Church victory again 
and again. Faith that works for spiritual 
restoration is the true faith of God’s 
elect. Building up the Church is the 
will of God. “Ye are God’s building” 
(1 Cor. 3:9). “The building fitly framed 
together groweth unto an holy temple in 
the Lord” (Eph. 2:21). Pray for Camp 
Pinnacle, Voorheesville, N. Y. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 18:36-39. Calling on God. 
PRAYER Succestions: “Hear me, O Lord, 
hear me.” A good man’s prayer is heard 
in Heaven. “The eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears are open 
unto their prayers” (1 Pet. 3:12). Eli- 


_ jah’s faith had God for its object. He 


prayed with humility, righteousness, and 
with faith based upon the anticipated 
atonement of Christ (typified by his sac- 
rifice). Faint-hearted prayer grows out 
of a slight acquaintance with God, and 


a slight appreciation of Calvary. Pray 
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jor Pinebrook Bible Conferences, P. O. 
Box 1, Philadelphia. 


Fri.—1 Kings 21:17-20. Condemning Crime. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Hast thou killed, 
and ... taken possession?” Elijah was 
not only punctual, but he punctuated his 
sermons as well. Misers get up at day- 
light; but burglars arise at midnight. 
God’s ministers have to be wide awake 
so as to catch the sinner red-handed. 
The man who never gives reproof will 
never make full proof of his ministry. 
Pray for Mission Farm Conference, High- 
land Sta., 7, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Sat.—2 Kings 2:9-11. 

Crown of a Courageous Life. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNsS: “Elijah went up 
by a whirlwind into heaven.” Elijah’s 
translation lets the world know what 
God thinks of his prophet. We, too, 
should be counted “worthy”-of the up- 
ward call. One day this old world will 
wake up and find its “best people” gone. 
Pray for Greenwood Hills Bible Confer- 
ence, Fayetteville, Pa. 


Sun.—Psalm 27:1-5. A Song of Courage. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Whom shall I 
fear?” Fear God, and you will never 
be afraid of man. The difficulties of 
life look small against the greatness and 
love of God. All things belong to the 
Christian. The providence of God that 
eisposes all things is ordered for us, and 
turns all our trials into blessings. The 
powerful chemistry of faith makes every 
experience profitable. If God is thy 
Friend what ground is there for fear? 
Pray for.New England Fellowship Con- 
ferences, Rumney, N. H. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
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